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Kurdish poll thrown Into doubt 

SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — A leading candidate for ifae post of 
paramount Kurdish leader challenged the procedures tor Sunday's 
elections in northern Iraq and last-minute consultations were under way to 
ensure voting' *ent ahead. Jahl Taiabaui told his rival for tire post, 
Massoud Baizani, on. Saturday that he wanted assurances that a special 
ink to prevent people voting more than once was indeed indelible. “It's a 
big problem,” Mr. Talahani told reporters. “We were depending too 
much on this ink." Kurdish leaders were trying to arrange a meeting of all 
party chiefs to' discuss the problem, Kurdish offi cials mid. Rumours that 
tbe first elections in Iraqi Kurdistan might be postponed swept the streets 
of the Kurdish dty of Erbtl after Mr. Baizani and Mr. Talabani met. Mr. 
Baizani said he was not in favour of postponing them but acknowledged 
.that Mr. TalabanPs objection created a problem. “It is very dangerous to 
go ahead like this because everybody can dispute the election result," be 
said. About 1.1 mDGou Kurds were to vote on Sunday for both a 
paramount leader of the Kurdish movement in Iraq and for a Kurdish 
parliament in rebel-held territory. Tbe special ink was shipped from 
Germany akmg with paper for the ballots after the United Nations 
certified the materials were exempt from post-Gulf war sanctions against 
Iraq. 
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.v^me I* f 1 Jordan recalls 
Belgrade envoy 

.''* n . cr w £ AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
,!c ** /^.Saturday recalled its ambassador 
’17,'V J^ra Belgrade, Hani,Tabara, to 
1 P*; Amman for consultations over 
77 '^^the situation in Bosnia- 
£*■‘7 \ •bsiriV .‘^eraMOvina. Several countries, 
■■ including the 12-member Euro- 

’ ; f : t V} ! i^'Stpcan Community states, have de- 

/‘■ r B.sc^” ^Lrided to summon their ambassa- 
‘ -"4 r. ttr - ’ ■-■.dots in Belgrade for the same 
^ Jr - Ur c .: h i purpose. 
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£‘. -^Restoration is 
Muslim 
responsibility 


Ottawa conference agrees 
to help Palestinian refugees 


Sens Start AMMAN (Petra) — The 

1 -,.. Jerusalem-based A1 Murabiteen 

^ CIlHg COM steadfast) Committee Satnr- 

R USSia day issued a statement in which it 
affirmed that tbe restoration of 
i lV5 n- , nv , the A1 Aqsa and the Dome of the 
• 1 ,vi\: 7 .._ I'^ 1, iRock mosques is tbe responsibil- 
ity of all Muslims in tbe world. In 
■ . ■ : L c, ’-d -t its statement, the oommittee said 


world Muslims to cany out tms 
i '.-' cn ci-~- religions duty. It said that it does 
' . not support any effort to restore 

' - -a:.' holy places in the occupied dty by 

* : " ••w; any international organisation 

/ ; " r ::: ‘ and that the only side entUtied to 

:t;. do that is tbe A1 Aqsa and the 
" r - Dome of the Rock Restoration 

‘ , s : - Committee of the Ministry of 

: Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. Last 
r week, His Majesty King Hussein 

- • “ donated $8.24 milhon to the com- 

• r.-r.^ mittee to carry out the restoration 

■ 1 1 - project. 

1 survive 6 OIC: U.N. must stay 
iths at seae in Sarajevo 

, rainwater jeddah ^api — The 46- 




JEDDAH (AP). — The 46- ACJU|14tYd^ v 
member -Orgamsafion of the Isla- ' • 

mic Conference (OIC) said Satur- f/\ ^T1 ppt 
day U.N. personnel must stay in l-v/ lilUv L 
Sarajevo and demanded the dty KABUL (R) — Rival guerrilla 
be declared open. *‘It is nnp«a- ^ which fought for control 
tive that the U.N. protection , of ^ Afghan capital Kabul 


OTTAWA (Agencies) — An in- 
ternational conference boycotted 
by Israel has agreed to explore 
practical steps to improve the 
lives of Palestinian refugees but 
acknowledged that the problem 
was essentially political in nature. 

Tbe three-day conference en- 
ded with host-country Canada 
issuing a statement that repre- 
sented a compromise between 
Palestinians, who had wanted a 
strong political reaffirmation of 
their right of return, and the 
United States, which wanted to 
foens on practical' steps. 

The final statement ack- 
nowledged that “the refugee 
problem was essentially political 
in nature” and said a solution 
could only be readied in direct 
negotiations between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours and not 
through multilateral meetings. 

At the same time, die 35 con- 
ference participants agreed they 
could and should start working 
immediately to improve the lives 
of refugees without waiting for an 
eventual Arab-Israeli peace 
agreement. 

“They agreed to explore con- 
crete, practical action in such 
areas as family reunification, hu- 
man resource development, the 
development of social and econo- 
mic infrastructure, vocational 
training and job creation, child 
welfare, public health and the 

Masood, 
Hekmatyar.. 
to meet 

KABUL (R) — Rival guerrilla 


compilation of data bases,” said 
Marc Perron, the Canadian offi- 
cial who chaired tbe conference. 

The most controversial item on 
the list was family reunification. 
Palestinian spokesman Moham- 
mad Hallaj said Hris meant that 
Palestinians expelled from the 
occupied territories by Israel 
should be able to return and 
rejoin their families. 

Over the 25 years it has occu- 
pied the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Israel has expelled numer- 
ous Palestinians. Such expulsions 
have often been .condemned by 
the United Nations Security 
CounciL 

Mr. Hallaj hailed the confer- 
ence as a breakthrough. It vas 
the first time that Palestinian 
exiles from outside the territories 
had been allowed to take part in 
peace talks. 

At last October's Madrid peace 
conference and subsequent bi- 
lateral talks, only Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
were represented and exSes ex- 
cluded at Israel's insistence. 

“The participation of ‘diaspora 
Palestinians /a very crucial and 
important to us,” said Mr. Hallaj. 

'The Palestinian people are 
not two peoples, or three or 10 
peoples. They are one people. 
Their cause is one, their aspira- 
tions are one,” he said. 

Mr. HaTLaj also welcomed the 


conference declaration on the 
political nature of the refugee 
problem: 

“The international community, 
as represented in this working 
group, has indeed recognised and 
realised and accepted the very 
crucial and vital point that the 
problem of refugees is first and 
foremost a political problem. It is 
the problem of the right of a 
people to a homeland,” he said. 

Israel boycotted the talks be- 
cause it objected to the participa- 
tion of Palestinian exiles, which it 
said laid the way open for discus- 
sion of the right of return, which 
the Israelis view as a mechanism 
to destroy the Jewish state. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, in comments published 
Saturday, slammed the U.S. for 
“ideological bribery” in allowing 
Palestinian diaspora representa- 
tion at some of the multilateral 
talks. 

“I didn’t expect tbe U.S. to 
surprise us and give the Arabs 
things there was no need to give,” 
he said. “By doing so, they hayo 
prevented our full participation in 
these talks,” he told die Haaretz 
daily. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Shamir 
reiterated Israel’s “friendship” 
with the U.S. and acknowledged 
that anti-U.S. comments by some 

(Continued on page 5) 


Solh names cabinet 
with eight new faces 


A. force, which has its headquarters 
’ li: in Sarajevo, be maintained and 
■: re appropriate measures be taken to 

ensure its safety and security,’-' 
. ‘‘.r OIC Secretary General Hamid A1 
Gabid said in a statement The 
■ United Nations group has been 
~:i. discussing moving its headquar- 
ters to Belgrade or Zagreb be- 
A cause intense fighting makes its 
. • - " task in Sarajevo almost impossi- 
" ir We to carry out (See page 8). Mr. 

Gabid called for securing 
' V _ j>: Sarajevo's airport by U.N. forces 
so as to make possible die deBv- 
■ Hi ery of humanitarian assistance to 
the former Yugoslav republic. 


* Extremist kills 
' ■■11 ^ Algerian security 

; V -t chief 

ALGIERS (R) — A wanted fcla- 

- • mk fundamentalist, surrounded 

• “ ::: ^\r-l^securityf6n»s,frignedsurren- 

'f- dter and then shot dead a gendar- 

- ;r ' merie captain before being 

_ . - ' J 7pwvaunded and overpowered, the 

- - - : ^’Algerian news agency (APS) said 

- ' ^ Saturday. The fundamentalist, 

Jt --- 1' known as Abu Zeid, operated 

... -c-' with an armed group m two areas 
.7 t .- _ near Algiers but was trapped with 

two armed companions near 
■A :■■■•"* ! Lakhdaria, 80 kilometres east of 
tbe capital, on Thureday, the 
agency said. “Appearing to obey 
t^e gendarmerie orders, (Abu 
Ify Zeid) used his gun, a Kalasb- 

amingi un n"*kov (assault rifle), hitting 

* ^ Kadira brigade dhief in tbe bead, 

... r ; killing him ootright,” the gendar- 

' . . *,* 7; merie said. Abn Zeid, also armed 

. " . .. with two automatic pistols, was 

7' i wounded before he and the two 
. ■ qthers were captured. Abu Zeid 

' •• i 7, was in a coma, APS said. 


earlier this month said on Satur- 
day a meeting between their lead- 
ers was imminent, raising hopes 
for peace. 

Talks between new Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Masood 
and hardline guerrilla leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar would be 
aimed at bringing Mr. Hekmatyar 
into tbe coalition government he 
has so far disdained to join. 

A forecast by one of Mr. 
Masood’s aides that a meeting 
could take place on Saturday was 
not fulfilled, but both groups 
appeared confident for the first 
time that it would be held. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s son-in-law 
Ghairat Bahir said it would take 
place “in the vay near.-, future,” 
outside Kabul. Mr. Hekmatyar 
has not set foot in the capital 
since tbe Afghan war began 14 
years ago. 

He said Mr. Hekraatyar’s 
Hezb-e-Islami group was deman- 
ding that all militias which over- I 
ran Kabul last month leave, | 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Rashid Solh formed a 
half-Christian, half-Muslim 
cabinet Saturday to deal with the 
country's worsening economic 
crisis. 

The new cabinet was formally 
decreed by President Elias Hrawi 
on the eve of a labour union 
deadline for a general strike. 

It replaces the government of 
outgoing Premier Omar Karami, 
which was swept from power May 
6 by nationwide riots against tbe 
soaring cost of living. 

“A presidential decree has 
been issued naming tbe members 
of- the new government,” Mr. 
Solh told reporters after a meet- 
ing with President Hrawi. 

His 24-member cabinet in- 
cludes tbe heads of Lebanon's 
main Christian and Muslim mili- 
tias — Nabih Beni, Walid Junb- 
latt and Samir Geagea. Fifteen of 
the new ministers were also in the 
outgoing cabinet of Mr. Karami. 

Mr. Solh, 66, formed tbe 
cabinet after a flurry of contacts 
with political factions. 

“I am satisfied with the govern- 


ment... it trill be a good team that 
works for the sake of Lebanon 
and to salvage it,” Mr. Solh said 
after reading tbe presidential de- 
cree appointing the ministers. 

It was not immediately known 
if all the ministers named had 
agreed to take up their posts. 

Dr. Geagea bad been named in 
Mr. Karami’s government but de- 
clined to take part, saying the 
government was pro-Syrian. 

Mr. Solh is a conservative 
whose first term as premier was 
cut short in 1975 by the start of 15 
years of civil war. 

Eight new ministers were 
brought in, including Assad 
Diab, a Shiite Muslim, for the 
finance portfolio and Samir Mak- 
disi, a Christian, for the Ministry 
of Economy. 

Mr. Diab and Mr. Makdessi 
have to deal with the worst eco- 
nomic crisis that has gripped 
Lebanon in 48 years of independ- 
ence, which forced Mr. Karami to 
step down after 16 months in 
office. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Crackdown launched on use 
of ^illegal 9 satellite dishes 


* *. . ‘ Germany demands 
'V-*;* Honecker’s return 

:i - ; ' ; jjBGNN (R) — Germany on 
* 'y Saturday called for former East 

77. , German leader Erich Honecker 
,'7 o ( to return from Moscow after jus- 
c 1 tice officials formally charged him 

> _" jr.|-' r ' w'th incitement to manslaughter 

: of people fleeing their communist 

,v"V:7. wuntry. Chancellery Minister 
: Friedrich Bohl told Welt' am 

>.i . •/ Spnntag newspaper that Mr. 

•4 J V/; Honecker, 79, must come back to 
J ;. ' y face trial after the Berlin justice 
_v. • ministry formally charged him on 
; Friday. Mr. Honedter, who was 
.+ charged iii connection with the 

, ’ of refugees fleeing across 

“ *• ■ ;:r r --'Wonner East Germany's borders 

. ' v r'r f With the West, took refuge in the 
Chilean embassy in Moscow in 
‘ . 7'.“> , '■* December after Rnssia said it 
wanted to send him tack to Ger- 
J many. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times staff reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has laun- 
ched a crackdown on illegal 
satellite reception dishes by 
serving notice on users of such 
equipment to report to the 
authorities and pay tbe neces- 
sary customs duties, if not 
already paid, and obtain a li- 
cence. 

Tbe crackdown comes ahead 
of the formal introduction of 
channellised international tele- 
vision beaming to Jordanian 
viewers, but officials asserted 
the two issues were not re- 
lated. 

“It has nothing to do with 
the package that we plan to 
introduce,” said Jawad Mara- 
qa, head of the Jordan Televi- 
sion and Cinema Production 
Company, which will take over 
the commercial aspects of 
channelling foreign television 
signals from Jordan Television 
to subscribers in the next two 
months. 

Mr, Maraqa said the pack- 
age offered by the company, 
•would have eight channels and 
the foes would depend on the 
numbers of channels the sub- 
scriber chooses to have. 


“Some of the channels will 
be available to subscribers af- 
ter two months and others will 
be introduced later one,” Mr. 
Maraqa told the Jordan Times. 

Under .the proposed 
arrangement, Jordan Televi- 
sion will use its equipment to 
receive and convert satellite 
signals and incorporate a 
“code" before releasing them 
on regular television channels. 
A “decoder” will be installed 
at the subscriber’s end. 

Cable News Network 
(CNN), which is pursuing an 
aggressive global marketing 
campaign, is already available 
to hotel and private subscribers 
in Jordan under arrangements 
with Jordan Television. Wide- 
scale availability of the 
“coded" service has to wait 
until arrangements are final- 
ised by the Jordan Television . 
and Cinema Production Com- 
pany. 

One possible inclusion in the 
package is “Star” television, 
whose five channels include 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BCC), which is 
do mi nating the Asian market. 

In die meantime in Jordan, 
CNN and other foreign chan- 
nels — - which are not “in- 


cripted" (coded to block unau- 
thorised use) — are freely 
available to those who own 
satellite dishes. However, 
CNN and several other chan- 
nels are studying the. possibility 
of “incripting” their satellite 
signals. 

If the “incripting” comes 
simultaneous with the intro- 
duction of foreign channels on 
a wide-scale in Jordan, then it 
means that owners of satellite 
dishes will have to opt for 
subscription to the channet- 
lised services. 

Front-page advertisements 
in local newspapers said Satur- 
day that the owners-of satellite 
reception dishes on which cus- 
toms duties have not been paid 
had until June 15 to contact the 
Ministry of Finance and Cus- 
toms with details of the equip- 
ment they have or face legal 
proceedings. 

Private satellite reception 
was relatively new in Jordan 
until the Gulf crisis peaked and 
then there was a rush to ac- 
quire the equipment, which, 
subject to technical features,' 
allows almost unlimited access 


(Continued on page 5) 






PEPSI VS. THE RABBIS: An advertisement 
poster showing man’s evolution has drawn the 


U.S. seeks to play down row 
with Israel over Resolution 194 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Bush administration has in- 
sisted that U.S. support for a 
U.N. resolution affirming the 
right of Palestinian Arabs to re- 
turn to pre-1948 Palestine had 
been “blown totally out of prop- 
ortion." 

But Israel’s ambassador, Zal- 
man Shoval, said Arabs may in- 
terpret the U.S. position, which 
was reaffirmed on Tuesday by 
State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret D. Tutwiler, as support 
for Palestinian claims. 

Mr. Shoval said the U.S. stance 
could lead Israelis to believe the 
United States was abandoning 
Israel. 

“We do have assurances from 
the United States this is not the 
intention,” Mr. Shoval told the 
American Jewish Committee 
where he shared the speaker’s 
rostrum with Assistant Secretary 
of State Edward P. Djerejian on 
Friday. 

The Tutwiler statement has 
roiled U.S. -Israeli relations even 
as tensions appeared to be easing 
over U.S. opposition to Jewish 
settlements on the West Bank 
and Gaza and refusal to guaran- 

63 killed 
in clashes 
in Turkey 

ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
Twenty-seven Turkish soldiers 
and 36 separatist rebel Kurds 
were killed in battles near tbe 
Iraqi border in the bloodiest day 
of fighting this year, authorities 
said on Saturday. 

Fighting raged all day in a 
mountainous area of southeast 
Turicey on Friday, just two days 
before Kurds in northern Iraq 
vote for a supreme leader and 
parliament in elections. 

Kurdish insurgents attacked a 
military outpost, killing 27 sol- 
diers, and troops in pursuit cros- 
sed into Iraq, military officials 
said. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the officials said the 
separatist guerrillas opened fire 
I with mortars and rockets, blow- 
ing up an ammunition dump at 
, the outpost during a 24-hour long 
dash that lasted into early Satur- 
day. At least 15 soldiers were 
reported wounded. 

After taking 36 dead them- 
selves. the separatists crossed 
into I-aq, and the pursuing Tur- 
kish army, entered eight 
kilometres into Iraqi territory 
with the aim of destroying the 
camps based there, the officials 
said. 

By Saturday afternoon, the 
Turkish military operation m Iraq 
was still going on, said the offi- 
cials, dedming to give any de- 
tails. 

Meanwhile, two people were 
killed and five injured when their 
minibus hit a landmine in Mardin 
province, west of Shrink, police 
said. 

More than *3,700 people have 
been killed in violence related to 
the PKK’s eight-year-old cam- 
paign. 


Keating makes no apologies for PLO link 

MELBOURNE (AP) — Prime Minister Paul Keating told a leading 
Jewish group Saturday that his government’s decision to renew links with 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) will not be reversed. Mr. 
Keating announced last week that Australia would restore official links 
with the PLO which had been cut since the Gulf war. Israeli Ambassador 
Zvi Kedar expressed his government's “regret” at the decision, as did 
Australian Jewish groups. But Mr. Keating told the Zionist Federation of 
Australia’s annual conference Saturday that the PLO has a role to {day in 
Middle East peace. “We have... observed that the PLO has played a more 
positive role in encouraging the peace process over the last six months.*’ 
he said. He said Australia does not endorse the PLO, hut accepted that 
the organisation “represents the view of a significant proportion” of 
Palestinians. Israel's independence and security ultimately depends on 
finding a stable accommodation with its Arab neighbours, the Australian 
leader said. “Australia recognises tbe right of the Palestinian people to 
seK-deteirnination," be said. ‘This allows, logically, for the possibility of 
their own independent state if they so choose.” 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saadi Arabia 150 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Non-aligned 

welcome 

Libya’s 

move 

NUSA DU A, Indonesia (Agen- 
cies) — Non-aligned foreign 
ministers on Saturday welcomed 
Libya's acceptance of a United 
Nations resolution calling on Tri- 
poli to cut all links with terrorist 
groups. 

The welcome was included in 
a generally moderate statement 
issued after a two-day conference 
on the Indonesian island of Bali 
to prepare for a summit of the 
Non-Aligned Movement in 
Jakarta in September. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Ali Alatas told reporters the 
statement's moderate tone re- 
flected changes in the world. 

The ministers restricted them- 
selves to an appeal to all parties 
to peacefully settle the dispute 
over Libya's refusal to surrender 
two men accused of bombing a 
Pan Am airliner in which 270 
people died over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 1988. 

Libyan Foreign Minister Ibra- 
him Mohammad Beshari said in 
Bali that acceptance of Security 
Council Resolution 731 did not 
include extraditing the two men. 

“The ministers considered 
Libya's acceptance of Security 
Council Resolution 731 a positive 
step,” the statement said. 

Delegates noted that the Li- 
byans did not lash out against the 
United States, Britain or France 
for leading the campaign to im- 
pose sanctions against Tripoli for 
failing to give up the men. 

' The spirit of accommodation 
even included Israel. 

“The ministers reiterated their 
condemnation of Israel’s policies 
of aggression, occupation, 
annexation and repression," the 
statement said. 

But moderates in the move- 
ment had removed harsh words 
suggested to describe Israel. 

Moderates also triumphed in 
limiting references to violence in 
the breakaway Yugoslav republic 
of Bosnia-Hexzegovina. 

The ministers railed for a swift 
withdrawal of outside forces from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
appealed for U.N. peace-keeping 
forces to end the fighting there. 

(Continued on page 5) 


anger of Israeli rabbis who argue that the depiction 
contradicts Jewish belief (see page 2) 


tee S10 billion in bank loans to 
help Soviet refugees. 

Resolution 194, approved in 
1948 by the U.N. General 
Assembly upon Israel's creation, 
affirmed the right of Palestinians 
who fled or were forced out to go 
back and also receive compensa- 
tion. 

Ms. Tutwiler said all U.S. 
administrations since 1948 sup- 
ported tbe resolution. She has 
consistently refused to interpret 
What the resolution means to the 
Bush administration. 

Mr. Djerejian, in a speech to 
some 700 American Jewish Com- 
mittee members, described U.S. 
ties to Israel as strong and un- 
breakable. 

' He offered assurances tbe Bush 
administration would make sure 
Israel had a qualitative edge over 
the Arabs in weapons. 

■ But Mr. Djerejian, who heads 
the State Department’s Near East 
bureau, said the relationship has 
to be “a two-way street and we 
have to treat each other with 
respect.” 

The United States has dis- 
agreements with Britain and 
France, for instance, and they 


“don’t develop into a crisis," Mr. 
Djerejian said. 

Then, responding to a question 
from the audience, Mr. Djerejian 
took out a prepared statement on 
the latest rift and said ir had 
“been blown totally out of prop- 
ortion." 

He said it was “a perfect exam- 
ple” why the United States did 
not want to get drawn into an 
interpretation of a 44-year-old 
resolution. 

“What is important is to start a 
process of direct negotiation” be- 
tween Israel and the Arabs: “the 
parties themselves will decide 
how to resolve it,” Mr. Djerejian 
said. 

Referring to peace talks, the 
former ambassador to Syria 
added: “We must not be diverted 
from this historic opportunity we 
have within our grasp.” 

Israeli Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon said' on Saturday that 
letting Palestinian refugees return 
to the Israeli-occupied territories 
would add to violence and wreck 
the Middle East peace process. 

The hardline minister pre- 

( Continued on page 5) 


TO ALL OWNERS OF SATELLITE DISH 
SYSTEM/APPARATUS 

The Ministry of Finance announces 
that all owners of Satellite Recep- 
tion Dish System/Apparatus 
should settle their status with the 

r 

Customs Department and other 
concerned authorities within the 
period from 15.5.1992 till 
15.6.1992. 

Contrary to this, the ministry will 
regrettably be forced to take all the 
necessary procedures in accord- 
ance with the applied laws and 
regulations in the ministry and 
other concerned authorities. 

Minister of Finance 


1 

I 





Middle East News 


Algeria rules out compromise with FIS 



TUNIS (R) — Algeria's head of 
state, in an interview published 
on Friday, ruled out any coni' 
promise with Muslim fun- 
damentalist Opposition and told 
Western countries critical of his 
government to mind their own 
business. 

Mohammad Boudiaf, chairman 
of the presidential council which 
has cracked down on the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
told the Tunisian newspaper La 
Presse that the movement had 
lost touch with the people who 
voted for it last year. 

“The FIS continues and will 
continue to preach and practise 
violence. Recently it launched an 
appeal for a general uprising. Its 
appeal was not Followed. There 
has been a real break with the 
Algerian masses with regard to 
the FIS." he said. 

“li has left no chance for re- 
conciliation. absolutely none." he 
added. 

The FIS was poised to win a 
parliamentary majority in general 


elections in January when the 
military-backed authoriies step- 
ped in and cancelled the second 
round of voting. 

The courts have banned the 
party and thousands of FIS mili- 
tants and supporters are now in 
detention camps. 

Some Western countries and 
politicians have criticised the 
Algerian government for alleged 
human rights abuses against the 
fundamentalist movement. 

But Mr. Boudiaf rejected any 
linkage between aid and human 
rights as “a form of blackmail and 
colonial behaviour." 

"They persist in considering us- 
as immature people who must 
still be managed ... they have 
their concept of democracy, we 
have ours." he added. 

“Those who are in detention 
camps today in Algeria are our 
brothers. We know what we are 
doing ... no one has rhe right to 
give us lessons on this subject." 

Asked about death sentences 
by Algerian courts, he said. "It is 


we who manage our affairs ... 
that does nof concent them...” 

Two military courts this month 
sentenced to death 16 men linked 
to the FIS for raids on military 
posts. 

Mr. Boudiaf said neither the 
West nor Arab countries had so 
far offered to help Algeria with 
its debt problem, which had 
caused poverty and helped the 
FIS to grow. 

“As far as the Westerners are 
concerned, they are reluctant. I 
am certain that if they have a 
choice to make ihey will make it 
in favour of Eastern Europe," he 
said. 

Mr. Boudiaf said Algeria next 
year would have to spend some 
S10 billion on a debt which re- 
mained at $24 billion although 
Che country paid back $17 billion 
two years ago. 


be revised. 

"There will be no place for a 
party which appeals to religion, 
language or certain values— such 
as patriotism — which are the 
common heritage of all Alge- 
rians," he said. 


Preacher arrested 


Algerian security forces have 
arrested a mosque preacher who 
faces charges for inflammatory 
preaching after clashes in which 
one person was killed, four were 
wounded and 209 arrested. 


The official news agency APS 
said the preacher was seized on 
Friday as he prepared ro go to the 
same mosque in Tlemcen, west 
Algeria, where trouble broke out 
after prayers the previous Friday. 

The gendarmerie said the. 


preacher faced charges of calling 
for civil disobedience and "viru- 


He said legislative and pres- 
idential elections would be held 
before the end of 1993 and in the 
meantime the constitution would 


lent preaching," APS reported. 

Security forces are enforcing a 
ban on the use of mosques for 
political sermons. 


Bush: U.S. will keep forces in 
Gulf region as long as needed 


PITTSBURGH (Agencies) — 
President George Bush said on 
Friday the United States would 
maintain an appropriate level of 
forces in the Gulf region “as long 
as required by the siruadon in 
Iraq." 

In a letter to Congress Mr. 
Bush said Iraq was still resisting 
full cooperation with the victors 
in the Gulf war on a number of 
matters. These included demands 
for Baghdad to return all proper- 
ty and equipment removed from 
Kuwait. 

Iraq was also resisting attempts 
by the International Red Cross to 
gain "unqualified" access to Iraqi 
detention facilities, said Mr. 
Bush. Who was visiting Pitt- 
sburgh. 

"In concert with our coalition 
partners, we will continue to 
monitor carefully the treatment 
of Iraq's citizens, and together we 
remain prepared to take 
appropriate steps if the situation 
requires." Mr. Bush said. 

"To this end. we will continue 
to maintain an appropriate level 
of forces in the region for as long 
as required by the situation in. 
Iraq.'* he said. — 

The United States has 18.000 
troops in the Gulf, a White 
House spokesman said — 3.3 per 
cent of U.S. strength at the peak 
of the conflict ovei a year ago. 
Most are in the navy. 

Another 1,400 are involved 


with operation "Provide Com- 
fort." helping Kurds displaced by 
fighting in north Iraq. 

In Washington. State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler 'said the United States 
opposed the emergence of an 
independent political entity in 
northern Iraq. 

Referring to a vote due on 
Sunday to choose an executive 
leader and members of a legisla- 
tive body, she said: "We welcome 
public and private assurances by 
the Iraqi Kurdish leadership that 
these elections will deal only with 
local administrative issues and do 
not represent a move towards 
separatism." 

The Kurds have been relying 
for their protection on an air 
force assembled by the United 
States and other countries which 
went to war against Iraq in Janu- 
ary 1991. 

Iraq has said it will not recog- 
nise the results of the election and 
is continuing a military buildup in 
the area. Baghdad also has taken 
measures to restrict the supply of 
food to that region. 

- Ms. Tutwiler once again called 
for the replacement of the "brutal 
Saddam Hussein regime" with a 
new government in Baghdad that 
would fairly represent Iraq's plur- 
alistic society. 

"We would like to see all the 
people of Iraq taking pan in a 


democratic system and enjoyed 
the democratic freedoms which 
have so long been dpnied to them 
by Saddam Hussein," she said. 

She added that the United 
States is not sending observers to 
monitor the elections because of 
indications of "substantial risk" 
to American citizens in northern 
Iraq during the election period. 

In a separate statement. Ms. 
Tutwiler said the State Depart- 
ment's bureau of refugees has 
pledged $7.1 million for huma- 
nitarian assistance in northern 
Iraq. The funding is in addition to 
the $36 million contributed by the 
United States in response to a 
United Nations appeal in January. 

The U.N. programme aid the 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqis 
who fled their homes when the 
army put down a Kurdish rebel- 
lion in April 1991. 

Mr. Bush said the destruction 
of nuclear weapons, missiles and 
chemical weapons had begun in 
Iraq but Iraq had -not delivered to 
the United Nations a promised 
final dossier regarding its 
weapons of mass 'destruction. 

Iraq has made partial declara- 
tions about weapbhsTt clUms to 
have destroyed, he said. These 
included 89 extended range Scud 
missiles and warheads, four 
Soviet launchers, four Iraqi laun- 
chers and test and firing vehicles. 
45 chemical warheads and che- 
mical bombs. 


Pepsi vs. 
rabbis 


Cheney denies cover-up on deaths 


WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney on Friday 
denied that there was a U.S. 
cover-up in the Gulf war "friend- 
ly fire” killing of nine British 
soldiers by two American pilots. 

"It’s simply not true," Mr. 
Cheney replied to allegations by 
families of the dead soldiers of a 
cover-up. 

Mr. Cheney said statements by 
the two U.S. pilots had been 
provided to an inquest being held 
in Oxford, England. 

"We have ... taken detailed 
statements from our pilots,” Mr. 
Cheney said in an interview with 
National Public Radio. "We’ve 
provided all of the information 
that we have available to us." 

Mr. Cheney said he had re- 
fused to send the two pilots to the 
British inquest on the deaths for 
fear the pilots would be subjected 
"to some kind of media arcus." 

But he said the Defence De- 
partment had provided the same 
detailed information it would 
have if an inquest had been con- 
ducted into accidental “friendly 
fire" killing of Americans by 
Americans in the Gulf war. 

The soldiers' two warrior 
armoured fighting vehicles were 


destroyed by maverick missiles 
mistakenly fired by the American 
pilots on Feb. 26 last year during 
the U.S.-led coalition’s advance 
to push Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait. 

"I think the concern of the 
families is that they'd tike an 
answer," Mr. Cheney said of the 
cover-up allegations. 

"They’d like to know exactly 
why this happened and that’s one 
of those question you cannot 
answer," Mr. Cheney said. "We 
simply don’t know what hap- 
pened." 

He said there were conflicting 
interpretations of what was said 
between British liaison officers 
and the American pilots, whether 
the British vehicles were moving 
and whether they were in an area 
where the pilots had been told to 
expect enemy vehicles. 

“Those kinds of questions 
simply are never going to be 
resolved." Mr. Cheney said. 


Video link rejected 


A British coroner rejected a 
proposal on Friday by relatives of 
nine British soldiers kilted by 
“friendly fire” in the Gulf war to 


allow two U.S pilots to testify at 
their inquest via satellite video 
link. 

Geoffrey Robertson, a lawyer 
for the relatives, told the Oxford 
inquest that the pilot's testimony 
was essential. 

“The pilots are the major play- 
ers. They are the persons who 
pressed the button and were re- 
sponsible for these deaths," he 
said. 

But Coroner Nicholas Gardin- 
er said any witnesses would have 
to be interviewed under oath in 
person. He promised to think 
about other ways to get evidence 
from. the pilots. 

Mr. Gardiner was told earlier 
that the U.S. pilots had never 
received a formal written invita- 
tion to testify at the inquest. 

Mick Thompson, whose son 
Lee, 19, was among the dead, 
jabbed his finger at one official 
and accused Britain's Defence 
Ministry of “pulling the coroner's 
strings like a marionette.” 

“It is the biggest cover-up this 
country has ever known," said 
Anne Leech, whose son, Kevin, 
20. was also killed. “My initial 
feeling is that the coroner is a 
coward." 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Pepsi -Co la’s 
Israeli distributor says rabbis are 
objecting to an ad campaign that 
runs counter to the orthodox 
Jewish view ofxreation. 

Pepsi's ad plays on the theory 
of evolution, which orthodox 
Judaism rejects, believing man is 
descended from Adam and Eve, 
not the apes. 

Tempo Beer Industries, Ltd., 
which produces Pepsi in Israel, 
said Friday that the trouble began 
when the Orthodox Council ob- 
jected to a campaign teaser show- 
ing two apes and the inscription 
“B.C." 

Pepsi is a newcomer to the 
Coca-Cola-dominated Israeli 
market. Under the slogan “The 
choice of the new generation," its 
ad implies that Pepsi stands at the 
pinnacle of evolution. 

Majer Ruch, Tempo’s advertis- 
ing director, said the Orthodox 
Council complained that the ad 
was “unacceptable" and hinted it 
might withdraw Pepsi's kosher 
certificate. 

• Such certificates, declaring an 
-hem fit. for consumption under 
.'Biblical dietary laws, are issued 
by die state rabbinate. But ultra- 
orthodox communities, known as 
Haredlm, often shun the product 
unless their own sages — in this 
case the Orthodox Council — 
also approve it. 

A rabbi at the council, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said be hoped Tempo and Pepsi- 
Cola "understand and stop 
damaging the foundations of the 
faith and provoking the public."' 

“We asked them to withdraw 
the campaign. We are not thre- 
atening, but if they do not, no- 
body can force us to continue to 
support them," the rabbi said. 

Ken Johnston, Pepsi -Cola’s 
Israeli manager, issued a state- 
ment Thursday saying the- cam- 
paign was “tested among many 
groups in Israel and got a positive 
response." 

But the campaign is on bold 
while Tempo, Pepsi -Cola and the 
Gitam ad agency seek a solution, 
Ruch said. 

Shanl Yahalom, political 
secretary of the National Reli- 
gious Party, said Pepsi-Cola was 
caught up in a power struggle 
among eight Haredi communi- 
ties, each trying to “show how 
much more extreme they are.” 

“Evolution is certainly a prob- 
lematic subject but there is no 

connection between this and 
kosher laws," Mr. Yahalom said 
on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Ruch said Moshe Bom- 
stein, chairman of Tempo's 
board, has written to the Ortho- 
dox Council saying his company 
is not happy about the campaign. 

Mr. Bomstein told Israel army 
radio Thursday that “anything 
which is forbidden in the Bible, I 
won’t do.” 


GCC says it aims for 
understanding with Iran 


KUWAIT (R) — The Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) said on 
Saturday that an understanding 
with non-Arab neighbour Iran 
was one of its prina'pal aims, but 
stressed that solving problems 
without resort to force was a 
principal condition. 

Kuwait said in a speech open- 
ing ministerial talks with the 
European Community (EC) that 
the GCC sought to achieve "an 
understanding with our geog- 
raphic neighbours, especially 
Iran, on the basis of common 
interests, principles of good 
neigh boumess. religious and his- 
toric ties." 

Troubled relations with Iran 
are one of the main concerns of 
the six GCC oil states — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

They are worried about 
Tehran's intentions, especially af- 
ter an incident two months ago on 
the disputed island of Abu Musa. 

Iranian troops expelled foreign 
workers who operate UAE in- 
stallations on the island in a move 
widely seen an attempt to extend 
its control to parts of the island 
controlled by the UAE sheikh- 
dom of Sharjah. 

Kuwait's foreign minister. 
Sheikh Salem Sabah AI Salem A1 
Sabah, speaking on behalf of the 
GCC said an understanding with 
Iran would be sought “to ensure a 
stable and secure Gulf in view of 
the importance we attach to the 


stability of the area and its vital 
role in preserving international 
political and economic interets.” 
■ In a separate address, deli- 
vered by his- deputy at the 
Kuwaiti foreign ministry, Kuwait 
said the understanding with Iran 
must be based on dialogue and 
mutual respect. 

He defined conditions for 
cooperation with Iran as: 

“Mutual respect for independ- 
ence, sovreignty, the territorial 
integrity of the region's states, 
respect for their social and poli- 
tical systems, non-interference in 
internal affairs, refraining from 
the use of force and settling dis- 
putes by peaceful means, respect 
for international agreements and 
ensuring the freedom of naviga- 
tion in the Gulf." 

Sheikh Salem referred to 
Tehran's anger at its exclusion 
from talks on future security 
arrangements in the Gulf since 
the expulsion of Iraq's invading 
armies from Kuwait last year. 

“The GCC states will continue 
their contacts with Iran to reas- 
sure the Iranian side that any 
security arrangements made by 
the GCC states were not directed 
against Iran," he said. 

Offering possible financial in- 
ducements to Iran, he said the 
“GCC states are looking for- 
wards subsequently towards eco- 
nomic commercial and invest- 
ment cooperation that would be 
mutually beneficial for both 
sides," he added. 


Theologians oppose euthanasia 


JEDDAH (AP) — Contrary to 
earlier reports, theologians of the 
Islamic Fiqh Academy have not 
sanctioned euthanasia,. an 
academy spokesman said 
Saturday. 

The spokesman told the 
Associated Press that "heated de- 
bates" at the last minute forced a 
change by more than 110 theolo- 
gians who ended a six-day meet- 
ing on Thursday. 

A drafting committee of 12 
scholars had already issued a text 
to reporters Thursday that said it 
would not be un-Islamic to dis- 
continue life support systems for 
terminally ill patients if the pa- 
tient or family members wished 
»L .... 

Saturday was the first working 
day for the academy after the 
weekend. 

The spokesman, who could not 
be identified under academy 
rules, said that in final discussions 
some scholars were fervently for 
euthanasia while others were 
totally against it. 


The final wording of the con- 
ference statement asked Muslims 
to continue to "provide medical 
care to their terminally ill, he 
said. 

“According to the teachings of 
Islam, we should not lose hope in 
the spirit of God nor despair of 
His providence. We should al- 
ways have hope in recovery,'* the 
final communique said. 

It said doctors and relatives 
“should keep up the morale of 
the sick, continue to provide care 
for them and alleviate his/her 
physical and psychological pains 
even if recovery is not expected." 

Interpretations of the scholars 
are not binding on Muslim na- 
tions, but they serve -as a- refer- 
ence. For an interpretation to 
become binding, an Islamic na- 
tion would need a fatwa of its 
chief Muslim legislator. - 

The Fiqh Academy is an affili- 
ate of the 46-member Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference, the 
umbrella for the world's esti- 
mated one billion Muslims. 


Lebanon to press for 
Iran’s help on hostages 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
envoy said on Friday he was 
going to Tehran to seek Iran's 
help in winning the release of two 
kidnapped German aid workers, 
the last Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Mohsen Dalloul, an ex- 
agriculture minister who is a 
member of a government com- 
mittee working to free Heinrich 
Struebig and Thomas Kemptner, 
said Lebanon was keen to see 
them freed. 


"We hope to reach a happy end 
to the problem of the two Ger- 
mans," he told Reuters. 

Mr. Dalloul said he was going' 
to Tehran this weekend to attend 
a conference of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation but 
would discuss the hostage prob- 
lem with Iranian officials. 


younger brothers. Abbas and 
Mohammad All, jailed in Ger- 
many. But Bonn has repeatedly 
refused to make a deal with the 
kidnappers. 

Mr. Hamadi’s demand meant 
Mr. Struebig and Mr. Kemptner 
missed out on a United Nations 
drive last year that resulted in the 
release of six Americans and 
three Britons by pro-Iranian kid- 
nappers. 

Iran has said it does not have 
the power to release the two 
German hostages but is working 
to influence their captors. 

Mr. Dalloul refused to com- 
ment on when he expected Mr. 
Stru ebig and Mr. Kemptner to be 
freed. Several Lebanese officials 
have wrongly forecast publicly 
this year that their release was 
imminent. 


On Saturday Mr. Struebig, 50. 
and Mr. Kemptner, 31, start their 
fourth year as captives of follow- 
ers of Abdul Hadi Hamadi, chief 
of security for Lebanon’s pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God). 

Mr. Hamadi wants to exchange 
the German hostages for his two 


Political sources said. Mr. Dal- 
loul was suggesting the Germans 
be freed in return for an unwrit- 
ten pledge from Bonn to release 
Abbas Hamadi within a year and 
improve prison conditions for 
Mohammad Aii Hamadi. 

Diplomats said they believed 
Bonn would reject the proposal. 


Malnutrition kills Somalis 
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UNITED NATIONS ( R) — Mal- 
nutrition is running rampant in 
Somalia, lolling one out of every 
10 people and one-fourth of the 
children in refugee camps, the 
relief agency Doctors Without 
Borders said Friday. 

A massive influx of food is 
needed to save the Somalians and 
end food shortages that have 
caused hoarding by dans con- 
trolling distribution, two doctors 
from the agency said. 

The agency studied the Merca 
and Qorioiey areas on Somalia’s 
coast about ISO kilometres south 
of Mogadishu, the capital, from 
April 18-28. They surveyed fami- 
lies on how many relatives had 
died in the last year. 

Mortality rates in the popula- 
tion of 100,000 exceeded 10 per 
cent, or 106 out of 1,000 people. 
Residents reported 497 death.s in 
the sample of 4,666 people, said 
Dr." Serge Manon court. 

Dr. Manoncourt said the actual 
death rate is probably higher be- 
cause surveying methods produce 
conservative- results. 

In 1989, before the civil war 
that ousted dectator Mohammad 
Siad Bane entered its final phase, 
the death rate was about -20 out of 
1 . 000 . 

The Belgium-based Doctors 
Without Borders found that 79 
per cent of Somalia’s children in 
its sample were malnourished, 
and 57 per cent are severely 
malnourished. 

Among homeless children in 
refugee camps, 90 per cent were 
malnourished and 75 -per cent 
were severely malnourished. 
Children living, at home only 
slightly better off: 68 per cent 


malnourished, 43 per cent severe, j 
fy «■. _ ' 

A survey of the diet of people 
in the refligee camps found tfei 
22 per cent had eaten nothing fa 
24 hoars, and 47 ffcr cent ate only 
“garass,” a wild, fruit -wifo llttk' 
nutritional valne' that is not nor. 
mally eaten in Somalia.- 
Relief officials said armed baq. 
dies are taking cuts in food sbmj 
merits in exchange for not hjjacj|j|f ' 

mg it outright, and clan-basty’’ 

neighbourhood committees 
tribute the rest. 



The clan and tribal.leaders feed 
their own first, as a way of rein- 
forcing their authority. The res 
goes to the refugees,- hut little is 
left to spare. ■ 

Fighting between factions 
backing two clan. chiefs in Mog*. 
dishu has killed or wounded Toot* 
than 30,000 people around Mop. 
dishu since Nov. 17. 

Relief agencies had been (ryi» 
to get food in since the start of the 
fighting. A ceasefire signed on 
March 3 was followed by facts 
of negotiations over how the food 
should be distributed. • 




XT*.* 




The United Nations docked i 
ship carrying 5,000 tonnes .• '“ i 
wheat on May 3. The Internal] ext f T„]a* - - 
al Committee of the .Red f .r- *' 

landed nearly 12,000 tonnes e 
food on beaches north and song 
of the capital last week. r 

The Red Cross plans tc£ sent*’ T: -- ~ 
another 7,000 tonnes of* 


soon. ■ 

The Red Cross, hampered be 
cause many inland port? cs ; ’ 1 

accommodate only small boats, — 

having trouble getting food k''" 
outlying areas. .. — — 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pioneer of Palestinian women dies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Zelikha Al Shihabi, the 
founder of the first Palestinian women's movement, died; in 
Jerusalem of natural causes on Wednesday. She was 90. Ms. 
Shihabi devoted more than 60 years to public activity. In 1929, sh<E 
founded the Arab Ladies Committee and six years later the Arab ’ 
Women's Union. She was a founding member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in 1964. “She was a symbol and a 
pioneer of the Palestinian women's movement in Palestine,” said 
Han an Ashrawi, spokeswoman of the Palestinian delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks. “Zelikha devoted her life to promoting 
equality for women, offered a great deal to social welfare and 
fought for her country like any man," said Salma Al’ Husseini; an 1 
acquaintance of Ms. Shihabi. She was among the first Palestinians 
Israel exiled in 1968, a year after its occupation of the West Bank. 
Under pr^ssurefrom the United Nations, the Jewish stale allowed 
her to retnrn^eyeral months later. Ms. Shibabi presided the Arab 
Women's Union from* 1936 to 1989 when she. fell ill. 


Iranians ask acquittal on Malay drug charge 




£el dro; 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Three Iranians on trial for their life in 
Malaysia for alleged drug peddling are seeking acquittal on 
grounds that there were doubts over the evidence, their lawyer : . 
said Saturday. KarpaJ Singh told a high court in Kuala Lumpur — . - 
that the prosecution had failed to establish whether the seized 
drug was heroin or morphine. “There is also doubt as to why an 
investigating police officer, who framed the charge, named the f rftstgf rr- 
substance heroin but later changed it to morphine," he told Judge • 

Mokhtar Abdullah. On trial are traders Mehran alias M expan' 

Mahmud, 29, Sahrab Nariman, 30, and Mohammad Sharif - 
Karim pour, 31. They are charged with trafficking in 105.22 
grammes of moqjbine at a cinema last July. Under Malaysia's tougb • 
drug laws capital punishment is automatic for anyone caught with „ . - 
more than 15 grammes' heroin or morphine or 200 grammes of 
cannabis. 


Ethiopia puts back regional elections' :. 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia said on Friday it had put. trick.!' 
regional elections originally set for June 6 by 15 days due; to f*r - 
security and technical problems. The state-run Ethiopia News " ■ 
Agency said the transitional government set June 21 as the new * 
polls date in 14 newly-created regions on the request of country’s ,Je ClOr. 
electoral commission. Federal-style governments will be estab- 
lished following the elections. Political analysts see the polkas • 
one of the only ways to satisfy regional and ethnic demands and ; 1: - ■ 
prevent a return to decades of civil war in the Horn of Africa 1 **-:■ 
nation. Ethiopia wants foreign aid of $8.5 million for the polls. 


Ethiopian Christians before ‘massacre 


'ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopian Christi ans have «**•»< - 
Muslims of killing 20 monks and other Christians at a monastery in : 
the eastern province of Haraighe and appealed to the transitio|ia> ., 
government for protection. The Ethiopian News Agency (ENA) , 
raid the Christians had complained that members of the Islamic 
Front for the Liberation of Oromo (IFLO) had rounded ihe.-n- % - 
at Debre-Waggeg monastery and shot thfcm ^ 

dead. The agency quoted four people who escaped the massacre ... 
as saying the incident occurred on May 1. Forces of the ruling : V - 
Ethiopia Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front recovered the ^i - 
remains of eight in the Arero precipice area but there was no trice >■ . . 
of the others, it said. . ... 




ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 




afce 


Jeddah (RJ) 

I*» Aqaba (RJ) 


11:05 

17:45 

l&M 

1830 

1940 

.. New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

1925 

2fc2S 

.......... Frankfurt Vienna (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

1035 

Cairo (MS) 

14:40 

Moscow (SU) 

1055 

2035 

Lamaca(CY) 


Flights (Terminal ?) 

1**0 Rome(A2)V : 

11:25 .Grin»(ilS)' : ' 

— - Moscow (JU) ,. ' -• 

17s «5 Lanncs(CY)i,; 


Banana 

(Mukammarj 




(foge) 

J uo, p*er»(aiwD) 


Neper 
.... 70V too 
... 500 / 450 ,, 

550/500- 
... 350/250 s 
I.. 100*50:. 
18V J20-” ■ 
38V 220 ■' 


a| terit 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


«s m 

1130 


1*45 


MM 


IlSiii 

Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (r4 

Koala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Garik 
Lemon 
Marrow 

Marrow 

gyonfey) 

Onion (grieo) 




%*nadi 3. 

Tomato 


. 180/ . . 

„ 280/I50-; , • 

'1000/800 * ' 

^ 600/400 
70 M0, 

.. 210/100 

^ i5V wo, ‘Stun 

. . 380/220-^1. W 
.. 700/ 600- v 1 
.. / 

.. 300/250,'-.- ' .. 

- 15W 1P0 -. 

.. 600/500'/' 


— s 150/100 x >••• ■ 

-.... 520/350; 


I 

I 


l Sl M>AV 



ome 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MAY 17, 1992 


■*5 




L*** fl V i 



RANGE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP — A workshop oa 
nagfi management was inaugurated by Undersecretary of State 
Engineer Aba Orabi from tbe Ministry of Agriculture on May 16 
at tbe Fhfladelpida Hotel in Amman - The workshop, which is 
organised by the Forestry Department and the Forestry Project of 
tbe German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), wifi last throegh May 
21, 1992. This range management workshop starts a series of 
workshops and tra bring courses which concentrate on the manage-: 
ment of natural resources. Tbe aim of this particular workshop is 
to ensure that already awting Jordanian know-how is m wi f 
available to engineers and tedtuddanis who are dealing on a 
day-to-day basis with the management of range resources. 
Valuable field experience and research results w31 be presented 
through different scientists, within lectures, and field days. The 
range management experience in Dfanldl, Surra, Khanaseri and 
Ma’een wiB certainly contribute to decide which range manage- 
ment technique could be best introduced in which part of tbe 
country. To verify how succes s f u l the information has been 
perceived by the participants, an exam is carried oot at the end of 
the workshop. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Islamic league denies reports 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Islamic World League Saturday denied 
that any league official is currently visiting Israel. A statement 
issued by the league's office in Amman denied news reports 
saying that a religious affairs advisor to the league, Ishaq Idris 
Safaouta, is on a week-long visit to Israel. The statement said Mr. 
Sahouta is not linked to the Mecca-based league in any direct or 
indirect manner. The statement said that Secretary-General of the 
league Abdullah OmarNasif expressed his dismay “for publishing 
such ‘rumours’ about tbe Islamic World League, because these 
rumours do not conform with the goals and message of the 
league.” 

Rains, drop in temperature expected 

AMMAN (Petra) — More tains are expected in the Kingdom as a 
cold front is moving towards Jordan from northern Turkey, 
according to Secretary- General Of tbt Meteorology Department 
Ali' Abanda. _ Mr. Abanda aud that this' front will cause the 
formation of a depression near Cyprus and that the depression 
w ; ll affect Jordan as of today. He said it will become cloudy and 
rain will fall, heavily at times, and will be accompanied by haM and 
founder. Temperatures wtU drop and will be well below the 
annual average for this time of foe year, he added. Mr. A ban da 
said foe rainy and relatively cold weather will continue through 
Monday. He also said that country was affected since Friday 
evening by unstable weather conditions which caused showery 
rains and hail to foil in foe northern and central parts of Jordan. 

Minister returns from Beirut 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Transport 
Minister AH Subrimat Saturday returned home from Beirut after 
taking part in a Lebanese national conference on transport. Mr. 
Suheimat said in a statement after bis arrival in Amman that he 
had a meeting with Lebanese President Elias Hrawi and foe 
speaker of the Lebanese Lower House of Parliament. He said foe 
three-day conference, in which Arab experts took part, discussed 
land, sea and air transport and their role in supporting die 
national economy. He said participants in foe meeting called for 
establishing an Arab transport organisation to enhance foe trade 
exchange and facilitate tbe travel of passengers between Arab 
countries. 

Director, ambassador discuss agriculture 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of foe Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation (AMO) Salem A1 Lawzi met Saturday 
with tbe Lebanese ambassador to Jordan and discussed with him 
scopes of cooperation between Jordan and Lebanon in agricultu- 
ral fields. Dr. Lawzi also met with exporters of fruits and 
vegetables to European markets. The meeting reviewed problems 
facing them and discussed the prospect of establishing a commit- 
tee which could organise their work and address their needs and 
demands. 

Jordanian delegation meets Romanian premier 

BUCHAREST (Petra) — A Jordanian Parliamentary delegation, 
which is currently viatmg Romania, met Saturday with Romanian 
Prime Minister Petre Roman. The delegation discussed with foe 
Romanian premier issues of common interest and ways to 
enhance bilateral relations. In another development, foe delega- 
tion met with members of foe Jordanian community m Romania 
and reviewed with them their conditions. 

Jordan takes part in phosphate meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Phosphates Mines Company 
(JPMCO) has participated in foe meetings of the Board of 
Directors and tbe General Assembly of tbe International Institute 
of Phosphates held in Paris recently. JPMCO Director General 
Thabet A1 Taber who represented the company at foe meetings 
said that these meetings discussed international projects financed 
by an international phosphates club and the prospect of increasing 
agricultural research in third world countries to increase their 
consumption of fertilisers. 

Two bakeries closed for health reasons 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Safety Committee in Zarqa 
Govemorate derided Saturday to dose down two bakeries for 
using used oil as fuel. Tbe committee also derided to dose down 
several poultry meat stores for not abiding by health conditions. 
Zarqa Deputy Governor and Chairman of foe committee Ghaieb 
Izmiqna said ins committee will do. its utmost to ensure that 
owners of groceries and stores abide by public safety andhealth 
conditions set by the govemorate. 

Tawjihi students start practical exams 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tawjihi students in die vocational stream of 
foe secondary educational stage started Saturday their practical 
examinations at their schools. The director of the Voottional 
Training Department at the ministry said that the examinations 
win cftntfmie for four days for all brandies of the vocational 
stream, except for foe agricultural education branch. The 
practical examinations in this branch will end May 24 because of 
die Increase m the number- of - students joining it; he said. 


JCFC to flood markets with cement 
to prevent further price manipulation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) Saturday announced that 
it was flooding foe local markets 
with additional quantities of ce- 
ment stock- in order to prevent 
further manipulations of the 
prices, and it accused certain 
merchants, without naming them, 
of bring behind the crisis of ce- 
ment shortages on markets. 

Tbe company board chairman. 
Dr. Bassam A 1 Saket, said that 
speculations have caused the 
price of a tonne of Jordanian 
cement to reach JD 55, but foe 
company was still selling at foe 
rate of JD 39 a tonne. 

“The company is ready to 
supply any citizen with various 
amounts of cement not less than 
10 tonnes for every consignment 
at the official JD 39 a tonne price, 
and it has adopted a plan to flood 
the local markets with at least 
10,000 toones of cement a day in 


order to thwart the evil intentions 
of profiteers,** said Dr. Saket. 

“He added that certain mer- 
chants were storing foe cement 
hoping to sell it for a higher price, 
thus “illegally exploiting the mar- 
ket.” 

Regrettably, foe company had 
to halt certain cement exports to 
meet the local demand and to 
prevent profiteering, noted Dr. 
Saket in a statement to foe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

“Apart from the profiteers who 
are mainly to blame for the ce- 
ment crisis, tbe crisis cropped up 
as a result of foe delay in con- 
struction operations over the past 
months due to the severe winter 
season in Jordan and foe sudden 
rush for building materials in the 
spring,” Dr. Saket said. He also 
attributed foe rise in demand of 
cement to unusual levels to the 
increasing investment in real 
estate and construction which fol- 


lowed foe return of expatriates. 

Tbe present demand for ce- 
ment is 100 per cent more than 
the 1991 levels. Dr. Saket added. 

The company board chairman 
said that he hoped legal action 
would be taken against those 
illegal dealers and profiteers. 

Referring to production' and 
exports. Dr. Saket said that addi- 
tional efforts on the part of the 
company resulted in opening new 
markets for Jordanian cement in 
Asian nations, raising the com- 
pany's export capacity last year to 
1.4 million tonnes and earning 
S3J6 million. 

According to Dr. Saket, foe 
company sold to the Jordanian 
markets a total of 190,000 tonnes 
last month, up from 87,000 in the 
same month of 1991 and has sold 
96,000 tonnes of cement in the 
first 13 days of this month, up 
from 51,000 tonnes in tbe same 
period of May 1991. 


Seminar on basic education stresses 
importance of eradicating illiteracy 


AMMAN (Petra) — A senior 
Ministry of Education official 
Saturday said that illiteracy is 
being eradicated in Jordan at foe 
rate of one per cent annually and 
that it now stands at 18 per cent. 

Suad Farkoub, director of tech- 
nical education, said that Jordan 
has achieved high rates of litera- 
cy, noting that foe rate of chil- 
dren enrolled in schools, ' com- 
munity colleges and universities 
was among the highest in foe 
world. 

Addressing the opening session 
of a regional training seminar on 
basic education, Mrs. Farkouh 
said that the past few years wit- 
nessed an increase in the number 
of adult and illiterate people, 
especially women, seeking basic 
education at the literacy and 


adult education centres in the 
Kingdom. 

The 10-day seminar, organised 
by foe Ministry of Education in 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), is being attended by 
delegates from various Arab 
states and foe participants will 
review working papers dealing 
with basic education in the Arab 
world, educational critieria, the 
production of educational aids, 
illiteracy, the role of the media, 
particularly television and video 
in eradicating illiteracy, and foe 
evaluation of educational televi- 
sion programmes, among other 
topics. 

Addressing tbe opening session 
of foe seminar entitled “produc- 


Passport renewal available at post office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Residents of 
the Amman region can from now 
on renew their passports through 
the Central Post Office station in 
the capital and foe passports will 
be ready and handed 1 over to their 
owners in three days, according 
' to an announcement Saturday by 
the Civil. Status and Passports 

Department. ' " 

Department Director General 
Nasouh Muhieddin said that as of 
Saturday foe Central Post Office 
in downtown Amman has started 
receiving applications together 
with all the required documents 
for the renewal of residents’ pass- 
ports. If all the papers are ready 
and presented to the right official 


at the post office, foe owner 
should receive his renewed pass- 
port within three days, at the 
latest, said Mr. Muhieddin. 

The post offices have been 
offering the public other services 
connected with foe applications, 
for unviersi ties and transfers of 
money orders throughout foe 
' country."’ " “ 

During foe summer time, foe 
passports department is normal- 
ly congested with applications for 
renewal of passports by students 
finishing school and wishing to 
travel abroad or citizens travell- 
ing to the West Bank. 

According to Mr. Muhieddin, 
the passport owner should perso- 


nally call at foe post office to 
submit foe application in order 
to ensure that all required docu- 
ments have been presented . 

. He said that officials at the post 
office required to handle papers 
related to passports are' there 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Renewing passports, through 
foe post office is being applied as 
a trial practice for first time in 
Jordan and should it prove suc- 
cessful, Mr. Muhieddiu said, tbe 
idea will be applied to all other 
areas of the country to ease the 
pressure on foe main passport 
offices and save time and effort 
for foe Jordanian citizens. 


CB J defines cash margin 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
memorandum circulated by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
to all banks and financial in- 
stitutions Saturday defined tbe 
cash margin used as guarantees 
against imports to the King- 
dom. 


The CBJ memorandum said 
that in dealing with imports to 
foe free zones in Jordan or for 
transit purposes, banks and 
financial firms can make exact 
charges at the rate of 15 per 
cent in guarantees on imports 


of food supplies, primary 
goods and spare parts and 30 
per cent on all other commod- 
ities. 

According to tbe circular, 
the order was applied on May 
14, 1992. 



t 


PRESIDENT OPENS EX- 
HIBIT — University of Jordan 
President Fawzi Gharaihefa Saturday opened foe 
annwal exhibition of the Arab and Foreign Stu- 
dents Onb oT tbe university. The exhibi ti on , 
which is hetd as part of the activities of the dub’s 


cultural week, includes foUorfc items, tr adit i onal 

handicrafts and posters depicting life b various 
countries of the world. The activities of foe 
cultural week wiD include screening several 
documentary ffina on several countries. Hie 
number of Arab and foreign studen t s at the 
utthranrity stands at 1,767 from 59 countries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Art. exhibition by Iraqi artist Hazem A1 Bustani at foe Housing Bank Gallery, 
ft Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Mohammad Abu Zrriq at Alia Art Gallery. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by five Malaysian artists at the National Gallery of Fine Arts, Jabal 
Luwdbdeh. 

ft Exhibition of painting by Rida Hus Hus at the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bobs and Mtmira A1 Tnnisiyya at tbe Orthodox Chib. 

ft Photography exhibition entitled “Doable Vision of Jordan” by Bernard Guillot and Jean- 
Phifippe Reverdot at Hold Jordan Inter-Confoiental. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

'ft British film entitled “Henry V” at the Royal Cultural Centre — 8 p.m. 





tion of educational programmes 
■ for television to promote basic 
education and eradicate illiteracy 
in foe Arab world,'' Ministry of 
Education Secretary-General 
Munther Al Masri outlined the 
Jordanian experiment in spread- 
ing education through television 
and the regular school education, 
as well as literacy centres. 

Dr. Abdul Qader Atrash, 
director of the UNESCO regional 
office in foe Arab world, addres- 
sed the opening meeting by 
underlining the importance of 
providing basic education to chil- 
dren. He called for a revision of 
basic education systems with a 
view to modernise them and 
promote their techniques and 
methods to cope with the needs 
of modem societies. 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Saturday meets with Russian Patriarch 
Alexis U OT Moscow at the Royal Coart 

Russian patriarch. Regent 
discuss religion, politics 


AMMAN (Petra) — Patriarch 
Alexis II of Moscow and all Rus- 
sia said Saturday that everyting 
should be done to preserve foe 
holy places of Jerusalem, noting 
that the shrinking of the Christian 
and Islamic communities occur- 
ring in foe city would “result in a 
dangerous situation, with the 
holy shrines transformed into- 
mere museums.” 

The patriarch, who started a 
several-day visit to Jordan Fri- 
day, said that foe Palestinian 
refugees should be granted tbe 
right of return to their homeland. 
He expressed hope that the on- 
going peace process would lead to 
a just and comprehensive settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The patriarch who was speak- 
ing to an audience with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
foe Regent, said that the three 
monotheistic religions could be 
made to contribute to a solution 
of ethnic conflicts, noting that 
religious people around the world 
can play a leading role in helping 
to bring abont a just and lasting 
settlement to the Middle East 
question. 

The Regent said that respect of 
human rights and basic freedoms 
including free expression of 
thought, political views and the 
exerase of faith and religious 
beliefs are ^considered essential 
for civilisation. “The mass migr- 


tion of population should not 
lake place at the expense of basic 
human and political rights of the 
indigenous residents although 
such migration could be for 
humanitarian reasons." the Re- 
gent said at the meeting held at 
foe Royal Court. 

Only if based on mutual re- 
spect can a new order for the 
Middle East survive, said Prince 
Hassan. He expressed hope that 
cooperation among various gov- 
ernments would lead to full com- 
mitment to and respect of sub- 
lime principles within the interna- 
tional framework. 

The Regent’s economic advi- 
sor, Ahmad Mango, presented an 
outline on foe adverse effects of 
foe Arab-Israeli conflict on foe 
whole region and tbe pressure 
caused by the migration of re- 
fugees and the displaced people 
on Jordan's water resources, 
energy, natural resources and the 
national economy. 

Dr. Victor Biileh, head of the 
National Centre for the Educa- 
tional Research and Develop- 
ment, outlined the negative 
effects on the Kingdom caused by 
the expatriates returning to Jor- 
dan from foe Gulf. He pointed 
out in particular, foe problems of 
unemployment. 

Later foe patriarch and his 
accompanying delegation visited 


the tomb of foe late King Talal 
and the late King Abdullah where 
they laid wreaths. 

The Russian patriarch was re- 
ceived by Deputy Prime Minister 
and Education Minister Thouqan 
-Al Hindawi, with whom he dis- 
cussed foe situation in rhe occu- 
pied Arab lands and the condi- 
tions of the Islamic and Christian 
holy places there. The patriarch 
underlined the importance of the 
Islamic-Christian dialogue and 
mutual cooperation for the future 
and for enhancing the rules of 
justice and peace in foe region. 
He condemned Israel’s repeated 
attempts to reduce the volume of 
Christian and Islamic communi- 
ties in the occupied lands, in 
general, and in foe Holy City of 
Jerusalem, in particular. 

The patriarch “called for im- 
mediate action on the part of foe 
world community to halt Israel's 
plans and to safeguard foe reli- 
gious heritage in the holy land.” 

From what he saw in Jordan, 
the patriarch reaffirmed his belief 
of the strong ties of coexistence 
between the followers of Christ- 
ianity and Islam. He said such 
co-existence sets an excellent ex- 
ample to be followed every- 
where. 

Several cabinet members and 
the Russian ambassador to Jor- 
dan were present at the meeting. 


HCST to develop northern badia region 


AMMAN (Petra) — Higher Con- 
di for Science and Technology 
(HCST) officials Saturday 
announced plans for the develop- 
ment of northern badia region 
and said they had chosen the 
Safawi region and Safawi town as 
a centre to cany out experimental 
development programmes. 

HCST director for the Agricul- 
ture and Water Resources De- 
partment said that tbe northern 
badia is part of foe desert lands of 
Jordan, extending from foe north 
along tbe eastern parts of foe 
Kingdom with about 81.3 million 
dunums in area forming 91 per 
cent of the total area of Jordan, 
which is nearly 89 million 
dunums. 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Fataftah 
said that the government has 
been giving the badia regi on d ue 
attention and has asked HCST to 
help in carrying out development 
projects aimed at exploiting foe 
available resources and land for 
socio-economic development. 

Tbe Safawi town, located some 
156 kilometres northeast of Am- 
man, will serve as a centre for the 
programme’s operations. Dr. 
Fataftah noted. 

He said that the project aims, 
among other things, to stem de- 


sertification which has been pla- 
guing Jordan and is bound to 
have veiy beneficial effects on the 
national economy. 

Dr. Fataftah said the program- 
me aims at developing the area 
and improving tbe living standard 
of its inhabitants through en- 
couraging collective work backed 
by modern technology and other 
assitance from HCST. 

Under the programme, the loc- 
al inhabitants will be encouraged 
to follow sound and modern 
methods in exploiting natural re- 
sources, said Dr. Fataftah. 

The programme aims to pro- 
tect and wisely utilise natural 
resources in foe badia region 
and will give due care to livestock 
wealth and agricultural produc- 
tion as well as projects related to 
tbe protection of water resources 
and pasture lands in addition to 
the maintenance and proper 
handling of productive soil. 

Dr. Fataftah said that foe local 
and foreign experts involved in 
the programme who wifi reside at 
the centre plan to offer training to 
foe local labor force in processes 
intended to develop semi-arid re- 
gions. 

The experts will conduct field 
studies related to human life. 


food production, water resources 
and foe transfer of modern tech- 
nology, Dr. Fataftah noted. 

He said in the first year of foe 
project, the experts will direct 
their attention towards modernis- 
ing and updating previous studies 
conducted on the Jordanian badia 
region and will prepare their 
priorities for the implementation 
of programmes in the second 
year. 

“Indeed, the research and de- 
velopment centre at Safawi mil 
serve as a specialised field uni- 
versity," he said. 

He also said that the centre will 
serve as a nucleus for a larger 
centre to serve at foe national and 
regional levels, the first of its kind 
in foe whole Arab region. 

Dr. Fataftah noted that Safawi 
was chosen as the first ex- 
perimental centre in view of its 
closeness to the Jordanian bor- 
ders with Syria and Iraq, which 
together with Jordan have suffi- 
cient road networks and other 
infrastructure services. He said 
that foe Safawi area accounts for 
16 per cent of foe total area of foe 
Jordanian badia region, forming 
the largest desert district in Jor- 
dan. 


Arab Scientific Council holds medical meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Scientific Council in charge of 
specialisations in gynecology and 
obstetrics opened a two- 
day meeting. in Amman Saturday 
to discuss a number of topics 
related to foe profession and re- 
quests to issue new certificates. 

Health Minister Aref Al 
Bataineh, who opened the ses- 
sions. stressed that he Arab High- 
er Council for Medical Specialisa- 
tions, which set up foe branch 
council on gynecology and obstet- 
rics, has offered good services to 


foe Arab World by organising 
specialists' practices through rec- 
ognising their diplomas and de- 
grees. 

In Jordan, any specialist hold- 
ing a certifiate from the Higher 
Council is felly recognised to 
practice as a specialist in the 
Kingdom, foe minister noted. 

According to Dr.Mufid Juhan- 
dar, the Higher Council's 
secretary-general, the council is 
organising training for 3,200 spe- 
cialists in 92 hospitals around foe 
Arab World. 

Many of those who graduated 


after training at the hospital and 
received a council’s award in- 
cluded those specialists in gyne- 
cology and obstetrics, among 
many other specialisations, he 
said. 

Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) President Ishaq Maraa 
lauded the work of the Higher 
Council as a means for promo tine 
specialists' work. He said that the 
Higher 1 Council has been in- 
strumental in promoting health 
and medical services in tbe Arab 


Minister inspects damages to sports centre 


IRBID (J.T.) — Minister of 
Youth Saleh Irsheidat Saturday 
paid an inspection visit to the AJ 
Hassan Sports City In Irbid and 
was shown tbe various installa- 
tions that sustained damages by 
spectators during a soccer match 
between Ramtha and Faisali 
teams. 

• After expressing regret over 
the unfortunate incidents, foe 
minister announced that the sta- 
dium will be repaired immediate- 
ly- 

“The installations at the Al 
Hassan Sports Gty belong to the 


whole nation and tbe local resi- 
dents as well as the spectators 
ought to take measures to protect 
them,” the minister said. He said 
that proper measures will be 
taken to prevent a recurrence of 
such incidents and that those 
responsible will be duly punished. 

The minister announced that 
an investigation committee has 
been formed to look into the 
incidents and«propose measures 
to prevent a recurrence of sqph 
violence. 

ITie violence occurred when 
the Al Faisali team score its 
second goal against Al Ramtha, 


the host team. Eyewitnesses said 
that spectators started throwing 
stones at the Faisali players 
which prompted foe referee to 
stop the match. 

The police, who where called 
to restore order, used tear gas to 
disperse the mobs who feJr 
turned their attention to the oT 
5“ installations, causing a jS 
of damages, eyewitnesses added. 

They said I that b W owned by fo e 
Al Faisali team was da*/ me 
wMe the players wwtSS 
out of the stadium 
police protection. ^ 
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Whose business is it, then? 

THE OTTAWA multilateral conference on the subject of 
refugees ended on a sour note Friday when the U.S. and 
Canada succeeded in shifting the issue of Palestinian 
refugees to the bilateral peace talks between Israel and the 
Arab side. The conferees also succumbed to Western 
pressure by deleting from the final communique the 
expected reaffirmation of the Palestinians' right to return to 
their homes or accept adequate compensation. On both 
counts, the arguments submitted against the Palestinian and 
other Arab delegates demand that the Ottawa meeting be 
seized as well with the Palestinians’ right of return on the 
premise that the issue is essentially a political one and falls 
only within the purview of the Arab-Israeh bilateral peace 
negotiations. 

By way of reminder, U.N. General Assembly Resolution 
194 of 1948, which the U.S., Britain and even Canada had 
supported, was basically an international effort that re- 
garded the exodus of Palestinian refugees Grom their 
homeland as a thorny matter that falls within the mandate 
and concern of the international community and not only 
the business of Israel and the immediate Arab parties to the 
question. If it was the business of the United Nations in 1948 
to take up the political-humanitarian subject of the Palesti- 
nian refugees who fled their country in the 1947-48 war, 
how can the U.S. and Canada now maintain that the same 
subject is of no concern to the international community, but 
must be negotiated between the immediate parties as if 
Resolution 194 and all the other follow np General Assembly 
and even U.N. Security Council resolutions on the same very 
subject do not exist? 

In fact the Palestinian right of return should be on the 
agenda of both the bilateral peace parleys and the relevant 
multilateral talks. Obviously the issue has at least two 
dimensions: One political and the other technical, not to 
mention its complementary humanitarian and socio- 
economic aspects that need to be addressed at the appropri- 
ate fora. Indeed, the final communique of the Ottawa 
gathering did confirm the need for an international effort to 
alleviate the economic, social and humanitarian sufferings 
of the Palestinian refugees, especially those still living in 
squalid camps spread throughout the region. 

Equally important to remember is the right of the Arab 
countries where most of these camps are situated to voice 
their concern about and interest in the framework of the 
final resolution of the Palestinian refugee question. This is 
an added reason why the Palestinian right of return needs to 
be aired out in both the bilateral as well as the multilateral 
peace talks and not be confined to the relevant bilateral 
negotiations alone. Against this backdrop, the just ended 
Ottawa multilateral forum came nowhere near success, 
especially when one adds the negative point of Israel’s and 
Syria’s and Lebanon’s boycott of the meeting. So, taken 
together, the total picture that emerges is one that does not 
augur well for the entire exercise. Therefore, instead of 
scheduling one additional meeting by the end of the year, the 
participants should have aimed for two or three other much 
longer meetings for the remaining part of the year in order 
to reaffirm the seriousness with which the subject should be 
taken by the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday expressed delight over France's 
announcement that it supports U.N. Security Council Resolution 
194 of 1948 which prorides for the Palestinian people's right of 
return to their homeland. This decision by Paris, which followed a 
similar one by Washington, has aroused Israel’s anger because its 
government does not wish to withdraw its troops from any part of 
the occupied Arab lands of Palestine, said the paper. But. of 
course, the French and the American declared positions would 
remain meaningless unless they were coupled with practical steps 
to ensure the return of the Palestinian refugees to their homes and 
their lands, said the paper. What the Palestinians want is the 
implementation of Resolution 194 and of the other Security 
Council resolutions concerning the Palestinian question; they 
realise that France and the United States hold the power to force 
Israel to comply with those resolutions and the requirements of 
peace, the paper said. No one can doubt that the United States 
and France have sufficient leverage to pressure Israel into 
implementing the resolutions of the world community; and no one 
denies the influence both countries have over the Jewish state and 
its future plans regarding the settlements and the withdrawal of 
troops from occupied lands, the paper continued. Israel, the 
paper said, can by no means go on ignoring these resolutions and 
that is why its leaders were angered by the French and American 
statements in this regard. The paper also said that the French and 
American statements were clear signals for the Israelis, but it 
remains to be seen whether the declared positions would be 
translated into practice to give impetus to the ongoing peace 
process. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour Saturday attacked the Western 
countries in general and the United States and Britain in 
particular over their altitude with regard to Libya. Despite 
Libya's dear statement that it is renoundng terrorism and 
accepting U.N. Security Council Resolution 731 in that respect. 
London and Washington are not satisfied and they demand 
concrete evidence proving Libya's position and a total imple- 
mentation of Resolution 731; this means total subjugation to the 
will of the United States and the Western nations, said Munes Al 
Razzaz. The writer said that the Western nations want the 
Libyans to raise the white flag on the roofs of all factories, homes 
and schools, showing that they are capitulating to the will of the 
colonial powers. He said that the dispute with Libya is not over 
the Lockerbie affairs, as it might seem from the news, but rather 
over subduing the Libyan leadership and people to the will of the 
Western countries in a manner similar to that imposed on the Gulf 
states. The Western nations want to offer a service to themselves 
by ensuring cheap oil and to serve Israel's purposes by ensuring a 
weak Arab World, said the writer. But, he said, the U.S.-led 
alliance against the Arabs can never succeed as long as there are 
Arab people determined to thwart Western conspiracies. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd Al Fanek 


How industry responded to adjustment 


There is no doubt that the industrial sector can live and prosper 
under the economic adjustment programme, but it will definitely 
feel the pinch of the programme and its policies, perhaps more 
than any other productive sector. As usual under the impact of a 
new far-reaching correction programme, things may worsen 
before they start to improve. 

The impact of the programme on the industrial sector is both 
favourable and unfavourable, but naturally the unfavourable 
consequences come first. The bitterness of the medicine is felt 
immediately while the improvement in the patient's conditions 
would follow gradually later on. 

The consumption tax is a prominent example. In this respect, 
one has to take into account that the Jordanian industry was 
always overprotected, with very high customs duty and tax 
exemptions for new projects, in accordance with the encourage- 
ment of the investments law which is comprehensive and 
long-term. Therefore, any radical reform of the Jordanian 
economy is expected to reduce the exaggerated privileges of 
industry. This should not be a surprise. The Jordanian industry is 
no more an infant activity; it is high time to be more self- 
dependent. 

It is not a coincidence that the first measure taken under the 
programme was the reduction of industry's customs protection to 
SO per cent. Any extra charge beyond 50 per cent would be 
imposed equally on both commodities, whether locally produced 
or imported. 

This step, which was taken on November 5, 1991, was obviously 
at the expense of the national industiy, but it was unavoidable in 
order to urge the managers in industry to reduce cost and enhance 
efficiency and consequently be competitive. Without this bitter 
medicine, the Jordanian industry would continue to relax and 
depend solely on the small domestic market where it may make' 
money, but only at the expense of the Jordanian consumer, and 
remain unable to enter export markets. 

Among the other steps taken, which affected industry, was the 
recent hiking of fuel prices, especially diesel and heavy fuel used 
by the industry ..which raised the cost of production. Industry 
however, could not object to this reform because it does not have 


a lasting right to depend on subsidised fuel; otherwise its profits 
would not mean more than a transfer of funds from the treasury 
.through subsidy. 

It is worth mentioning, in this respect, that the use by industry 
of subsidised fuel led to strange consequendes. For example, it 
was established that Jordanian exports of cement in recent years 
were executed at prices that were not sufficient to cover the real ' 
cost of fuel used in the production of the cement. In other words, 
Jordan was losing more bard currency by exporting more cement. 
The Ionian Cement Factories Company was making artificial 
profits at the expense of the treasury, due to the distortion 
resulting from fuel subsidies. 

Industries used to enjoy monopoly under the pretext that it was 
a waste of resources to allow multiple factories producing the 
same commodity. The door is now wide open fpr entering the 
market. Only efficiency can protect a producer from competitors. 
Therefore, industrial companies were compelled to revise their 
operational economics and do all that could be done.to reduce 
cost and improve quality. 

The government is about to get ready administratively and 
legally for the implementation of a unified sales tax, a form of 
value-added tax, as of the beginning of 1993 to replace consump- 
tion tax. This new tax was recommended for revenue, efficiency 
and neutrality. Since it is extremely difficult to enforce the 
collection of the tax at the point of sale as is the case in advanced 
countries, it, most likely, will be collected at source; i.e., from the 
factory. Such a tax will of course reduce the public's demand and 
give an incentive to the Jordanian industry to look for export 
markets, because exports are exempted from sales tax. 

Those are prominent examples of the disadvantages that are 
' securing to industry as a direct result of the implementation of the 
economic adjustment programme. However, the implementation 
of the programme will carry advantages to industry which, in the 
long run may outweigh the costs. 

The first advantage that comes to mind is the reduction of 
governmental intervention in production, pricing and markets. 
Government intervention was always at the top of the list of 
troubles facing industry and businessmen in the private sector. It 


■was poisoning the investment efimate in the country. The 
liberalisation of the economy has already started since imd 1988 
and will continue and gam momentum under the programme, to 
become irreversible. The public sector will withdraw gradually 
from unfair competition with the private sector. The government 
will set the rules of the game and enforce them as a regulatory 
authority, but it will not, itself, be a player in industry, trade and 
other services. ‘ 

Perhaps the most' important service to industry that the 
programme will provide is to insure a healthy economic dim at e . 
Industry cannot grow and prosper in a crisis economy, with 
possible shortages of foreign exchange, or in an economy 
suffering from weaknesses, deficits, imbalances and instability. 

If the programme worked, and I am sore it will, Iordan will 
have a sound and healthy economy, it will grow positively not 
retreat, its markets will be larger, its debts will be manageable and 
it will enjoy legal and regulatory stability with no more surprise 
with each new official coming to power. 

These are some of the advantages and disadvantages which will 
accure to the industrial sector while the economic adjustment 
programme is underway. Some industries will benefit and take 
advantage of the better competitive climate, other industries win 
suffer and perhaps fail to survive because they will not be able to 
stand competition or live- without direct or indirect subsidies. The 
. fact that a particular industry will benefit and another will be hurt 
depends on the efficiency of its management and its capacity to 
read the changing circumstances and employ them in its favour, 
instead of just complaining. 

Short sighted industrialists care only about short term results 
and will accordingly oppose the economic adjustment programme 
and accomplish nothing but failures. Those with long-term vision 
care about the real longer term interests of their industry and will 
support the programme, knowing what is the alternative. In all 
cases, it is in the best interest of the Jordanian industry to take the 
programme seriously and not to waste time in objecting or 
supporting a programme already adopted and backed at the 
highest level. They are well advised to try their best to minimise 
their costs and maximise their benefits under the programme. 


Environmental crisis looms ever closer 


The following article is based on Paul Harrison’s book,” The 
Third Revolution. ” It is extracted from the first issue of “ People 
and the Planet,” a magazine published by International Planned 
Parenthood Federation (IPPF) in association with the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN). 


The world has entered a phase 
of environmental crisis which is 
mounting in scale and gravity. In 
the 1970s we worried about 
spreading deserts, shrinking 
forests and fuel wood shortages. 
In the 1980s the list grew longer: 
red tides of toxic algae, add rain, 
the ozone hole, and threats of 
nuclear accidents and global 
wanning. 

All this came upon us in the 
brief space of no more than three 
decades. These s£me three^de- 
cades saw human populations 
soar from 3 billion in 1960 to 5.5 
billion today. At the same time 
the consumer revolution gathered 
pace and spread from America to 
Europe and Japan, then to the 
rest of East Asia and to a growing 
middle class in other developing 
countries. 

Hie conjunction of these three 
things is no coincidence: for the 
environmental crisis is the out- 
come of the population and con- 
sumption explosion. Technology 
is crudal too. for we are still using 
too many resources, and emitting 
too much pollution, for each unit 
we consume. The next two de- 
cades will see population and 
consumption increasing faster 
than ever before in history. And 
technology is not changing any- 
where near fast enough to com- 
pensate. The global environmen- 
tal crisis is only just beginning. 

We may face resource shor- 
tages in a few decades' time. But 
this will not so much be the result 
of what we use as of what we 
waste. Not just what we throw 
away or pump out in gas or liquid 


form, but what we squander in 
fertile soil, trees and species 
wiped out. 

In the modern trading eco- 
nomy, a pollution crisis is much 
harder to deal with than a re- 
source crisis. When resources run 
short, prices rise, and we econo- 
mise, or shift to substitutes. But 
pollution is what individuals and 
companies do to people other 
than themselves, or to common 
property like forests. - oceans or 
the atmosphere. That impact does 
not usually show up in prices. It . 
only shows when people suffer 
and protest. 

Only the political and legal 
system can deal with these exter- 
nal impacts. The problem is that 
our institutions are not adapted 
to deal with them, especially at 
international level — where many 
of the problems of air and water 
pollution show up. 

Our track record on dealing 
with environmental problems is 
poor. Generally they have to 
reach crisis proportions before we 
respond. Whales were hunted 
close to extinction before whaling 
was banned. CFCs had to tear a 
massive hole in the ozone layer 
before their phase-out was 
planned. 

Can we learn to prevent disas- 
ter, before our hand is forced? 
The task of adaptation that lies 
ahead is enormous, both in scale 
and in the speed required. We 
will have to act decisively on the 
three factors of direct influence: 
population, consumption and 
technology. And we must work, 
too, on everything that affects 


them, from free markets and 
democracy to poverty and ine- 
quality within and between na- 
tions. 

Consumption is the least tract- 
able of the three. The world's 1.1 
billion poor will have to increase 


their consumption to escape 
poverty. The middle 3 billion 
aspire to improve rheir lot furth- 
er. The richest billion will not be 
easily induced to cut back the 
living standards they have grown 
used to. The best hope is that a 


global change in values will lead 
the affluent people to cut their 
consum prion voluntarily — or to 
shift to less damaging forms of 
consumption. 

We will have to change to 
sustainable technologies, and sus- 
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tain able ways of managing nam-_ 
ral resources. But we cannot rely 
on technology alone. If consump- 
tion levels and population both' 
double, which is quite possible, 
then technology would have to 
make massive advances just to 
keep damage levels constant, let 
alone improve them. 

Of the three direct agents, the 
population factor is the most 
promising field of action. But 
chough the situation is urgent, we 
must not be panicked into mea- 
sures of “population control" or 
coercion, if we afe really serious 
about bringing population growth 
rates down fast, we have to look 
hard at the lessons of those coun- 
tries that bave succeeded in doing' 
so — countries like Thailand, 
where the number of children 
each woman is likely to bear had 
foiled to 2.3 by 1987, down from 
6.1 in 1965-70. 

It appears that four factors 
have been crudal: a high level of 
female education and literacy; a 
decent status for women, includ- 
ing rights to control and inherit 
property and to work outside the 
home for equal pay; a priority for 
mother and child health care, to 
bring down levels of infant mor- 
tality; and easy access to a wide 
and free choice of family planning 
methods, with good counselling 
and medical back-up. 

Any one of these measures is 
valuable in itself. Taken together • 
they can work miracles. And the' ■ 
beauty of it is that all these •. 
measures are desirable in their 
own right. Indeed World Bank 
research has found that educating ; 
women produces one of the high- 
est rates of economic benefit of 
any type of investment. Helping 
women and children turns out to ; 
be one of the best ways to help . 
save the world. 


U.S. -French relations turn tetchy 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 


PARIS — Like an old couple 
locked in a love-hate rela- 
tionship, France and the United 
States are going through one of 
their tetchy patches. 

At odds over European secur- 
ity arrangements, economic poli- 
cy and trade, the two erstwhile 
Gulf war allies are sniping at each 
other over everything from- AIDS 
to airline schedules. 

In the last 10 days, France's 
socialist leaders have bluntly 
blamed the Reagan and Bush 
administrations for cansing both 
world economic stagnation and 
the Los Angeles riots. 

While other allies observed a 
pained silence, President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand was quick to cite 
President George Bush's social 
policies for the wave of violence 
and destruction which swept 
black neighbourhoods of Amer- 
ica's second largest dty. 

“This is above all a racial con- 
flict, and a racial conflict is always 
wedded to poor social condi- 
tions,” be said. “Those who are 
at a disadvantage socially are at 
the same time at a disadvantage 
racially." 

Prime Minister Pierre Beregov- 
oy said the world economic slow- 
down was due to an excessive 
U.S. budget deficit and accused 
Washington of making the rest of 
the world pay for mismanage- 
ment by former President Ronald 
Reagan. 


Education and Culture Minis- 
ter Jack Lang said the conserva- 
tive Reagan administration's in- 
difference to the poor had 
allowed the development of “vast 
zones of misery.” 

Diplomats say the French out- 
bursts have both domestic and 
international causes. 

On the home front, a Socialist 
government trailing in the opin- 
ion polls 10 months before par- 
liamentary elections has every 
reason to blacken its conservative 
rivals by accusing them of advo- 
cating U.S.-style laisser-faire so- 
cial policies. 

On the international stage, 
France, a nuclear power with a 
permanent seat on the U.N. 
Security Council, is irritated by 
what it seems as growing U.S. 
pretensions to world domination 
following the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

France, which left the U.S.-led 
NATO military command in 
1966, stands almost alone in 
trying to block an expanded role 
for tiie North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation to provide trouble- 
shooting forces for conflicts in 
Eastern Europe and beyond. 

“Now that the cold War is over, 
the French no longer -see any 
reason for the Americans to 
dominate security in Europe. 
They want the European Com- 
munity to take on that role gra- 
dually.” a West European diplo- 
mat said. 

French officials felt their worst 
suspicions were confirmed by a 


leaked Defence Department 
memorandum which urged U.S. 
leaders to prevent the EC becom- 
ing a potential rival power. 

France and Germany are laying 
the foundations for a future 
European military force by estab- 
lishing a joint army corps which 
they hope other EC member 
states wfll join. 

The row over NATO’s future 
pits France against pro-American 
European states such as Britain, 
the Netherlands and Italy. It has 
also torn at Germany's loyalties. 

Mr. Mitterrand has voiced an- 
ger at U.S. efforts to coordinate 
western aid to the former Soviet 
republics when the EC was pro- 
viding most of the money. 

France was sour at being cot 
out of the Middle East peace 
process, diplomats said. 

Paris and Washington are also 
at the centre of a tug-of-war over 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade negotiations. 

. U.S. officials regard France, 
with its powerful formers' lobby, 
as the main obstacle to cutting the 
European Community’s subsi- 
dised agricultural exports. 

The Frcnc± accuse Washington 
of distoring the negotiations by 
focusing on agriculture while re- 
fusing concessions on services 
and applying U.S. export restric- 
tions worldwide. 

A host of lesser issues have 
soured relations- France has 
given notice on a nearly 50-year- 
old aviation treaty because it be- 


lieves its national carriers are 
being inundated by U.S. airlines 
on transatlantic routes. 

Paris accuses U.S. researchers 
of having pirated the French. dis- 
covery of the AIDS virus and is 


demanding that Washington re- 
negotiate a 1987 deal to split the 
royalties from AIDS tests. 

Even such obscure issues as 
who should command the U.N. 
interim authority in Cambodia 


Qreanland ■ 
(Denmark): 


have caused friction. 

■ Diplomats say France, which 
hosted last year’s Cambodia 
peace conference, believed 
Wash ington had prevented a 
Frenchman from getting the job.. 
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Today’s graffiti had antique predecessors 
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Graffiti, those .sometimes irk- 
some sctibbiings daubed or usual- 
ly sprayed, onto waUsaod facades, 
containing messages, slogans, 
aphorisms or figure? of ^general- 
ly provocative, ironic character 
are evidently not a modern-day 
phenomenon. Originally carved 
into stone, graffiti has a long 
tradition - and mention is even 
made of tbem in the writings of 
fliny the Younger. 

• This Roman statesman and ' 
man of letters, who lived from 
63/62 until 133 A.D. and whose 
letters to his Emperor Trajan 
provided an illustrative picture of 
contemporary social life of his 
time, is primarily known for bis 
vivid eye-witness account of the 
volcanic eruption of Mount Vesu- 
vius at Pompey. As recently re- 
ported at the 12th International 
Congress for Christian Archeolo- 
gy at the University of Bonn, 
PJiny remarked upon the graffi ti 


of his contemporaries and re- 
ported of one example' found at 
the holy spring waters of the 
small river Qitinmius in Umbria, 
north of Spoleto: “Modi has 
been written by many on all 
pfllars and all walls, praising the 
springs and God.” 

Having made a study of spcfa 
'graffiti. Professor Werner Eck, 
director of the Institute for 
Ancient History at die University 
of Cologne has revealed that it 
was a tradition throughout the 
whole of antiquity for travellers 
to leave behind written evidence 
of their visit. For example, re- 
searchers have discovered two 
inscriptions on the temples hewn 
out of the rocks, located on the 

western bank of the Nile in the 
ancient Egyptian town of Abn 
Siinbel; carved letters of Greek 
visitors dating from the 6th cen- 
tury B.C.; and countless wgj] 
graffiti in various languages in the 
temples, inns, brothels or baths in 
Roman Pompey and inscriptions 


in die dried-up river valley. Wadi 
Haggag, on the Sinai Peninsula. 

Although the examples of graf- 
fiti found in many areas and at 
holy shrines are of quite diverse 
origin, e.g. of ancient pagan or 
Christian provenance, die histo- 
rians from Cologne feel they have 
been largely neglected by resear- 
chers. However, most texts are 
fairly mundane and quite limited 
and written mainly by their au- 
thors in a spontaneous gesture, 

devoid of prior planning. Gener- 
al^ therefo re, people daubed 
their graffiti on plastered walls, as 
this did not require the use of 
special tools. However, the plas- 
ter work is also the least durable 
part of a building, exposed not 
only to the rigors of the natural 
elements but also directly 
affected by subsequent restora- 
tion or extension work on the 
building, or just a new coat of 
paint. 

Itt is plausible that graffiti was 


also considered as an eye-sore in 
ancient times and deliberately 
painted over — which would 
account for the lack of examples 
of graffiti found on the original 
parts of buildings, as is the case in 
Trier, hi the choir of the Ueb- 
fraoenlrirchen, graffiti was disco- 
vered on fragments of plaster in 
the foundations of the pardpse, 
which was rebuilt three times in 
the 4th century alone, and res- 
cued by the excavators. 

But graffiti has also been disco- 
vered on pillars, door frames, 
marble wall lining s and particu- 
larly on natural rock-faces lying 
on the outskirts of holy shrines, in 
areas of very low average pre- 
cipitation. The most recent col- 
lection of Egyptian graffiti, dat- 
ing from the time of Ptolemy in 
the 3rd century B.C. until the fafe 
Roman era, comprises 4,829 
pieces. On the Sinai Peninsular at 
Wadi Haggag, four rocks bear a 
total of 263 inscriptions, 202 in 
Greek, 60 in the Nabatian dialect 


U.S. plays down Israel row 



! (Continued from page 1) 

dieted Palestinians, faced with 
Israel's refusal to allow the re- 
fugees back, would propose as a 
compromise that Israel let them 
return only to the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

“Bringing hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians to be 
sitting on the hills of Samaria and 
the mountains of Judea (the West 
Bank) or the plains of Gaza, 
looking at the places where their 


ancestors were living, will create 
worse bloodshed and will destroy 
any achievements that we might 
have in the peace process," Mr. 
Sharon told Israel radio. 

Mr. Sharon said that for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), which directs the 
Palestinian team at Middle East 
peace talks from behind the 
scenes, limiting the right of return 
to the occupied territories would 
be a “great concession.*' 




Crackdown launched on ‘dishes’ 


. (Continued from page 1) 

to international television 
channels. 

(“I can watch op to 90 diffe- 
rent channels, from Hong 
Kong to the United States,'' 
said a beaming wealthy 
businessman who lives in the 
Abdoun area and said he had 
“two, not one" dishes on his 
spacious roof). 

Obviously only the affluent 
can afford direct, satellite re- 
ception since a dish could cost 
anythingupwarefe from $2,000, ;; 
"depending fon^the. size arid "; 
scope of reception^ 

‘ Officials said they estimate " 
that up to 300 satellite dishes 
are installed in Jordan, most of 
them adorning the roofs of 
luxurious villas in the capital's 
western neighbourhoods. .... ' 

“Inspectors have been going 
around the capital trying to 
locate the efishes.” said an offi- 
cial, noting that it is veTy diffi- 
cult to hide the equipment, 
particularly when installed on 
rooftops. 

It is not known how many of 
the dishes were brought into- 
Jordan through legal channels; 
the Kingdom’s regulations do 
not permit free import of such 
equipment. 

“Some of them have been 
imported for personal pur- 
poses, with special permission, 
and customs duties and licens- 
•ing fees have been paid on th- 
em,” said one official. “But 
there are many which have 
-been apparently brought in 
."without permission and with- 
out paying the doe customs 
and licence fee,” added the 
official, who preferred anony- 
mity. 

, t According to the official and 

V other sources, most of the - 


“illegal” dishes appeared to 
have been brought into Jordan 
“piece-by-piece” since the 
whole equipment is bulky and 
not easily concealable from air- 
port and border inspections. 

The ultimatum served on 
satellite dish owners Saturday, 
which came in line with a 
decision adopted by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, aims at “reg- 
ularising and legalising the use 
of dishes already in die coun- 
try,*’ said Ra'di Al Khas, 
director-general of Jordan 
Television and Radio. 

The procedures involve de- 
termining the nature and esti- 
mating the cost of the dish 
based on -related- catalogues 
and securing a permission from 
the security department prior 
to paying customs duties — up 
to 105 per cent of the cost — 
and a one-time JD 5 fees to the 
Telecommunication Corpora- 
tion CTCC). 

“We will, be studying all 
aspects of the affair,” said Cus- 
toms Department Director 
Nazira Abdullah when asked 
whether the move meant that 
future imports of satellite dis- 
hes would be eased in the 
process. 

Mr. Abdullah emphasised 
that an approval from the 
security department was most 
essential before the customs 
department could go aheadwith 
accepting customs duties and 
clearing the equipment for use 
in the Kingdom. 

No security official was im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment, but other officials said 
that as long as the concerned 
equipment does not. have 
transmitting facilities security 
permission wonld only be 
ion tine. 


Conference agrees to help refugees 


(Continued from page 1) 

of his government ministers were 
“harmful, but you can’t shut 
some people up.” 

Mr. Perron said participants 
had agreed to meet again in 
Canada in the fell. Meanwhile, 
Canada would work to bring 
Israel into the process as well as 
Syria and Lebanon which also 
boycotted the conference. 

One U.S. official expressed re- 
lief -that the conference had 
calmed down after a stormy 
opening session on Wednesday in 
which Palestinian delegate Elias 


San bar defiantly asserted that im- 
plementation of the right of re- 
turn for'all Palestinian exiles was 
a condition for Arab-Israeli 
peace. 

“It’s a success, everything 
stayed on track. It could have 
been much much worse,” the 
official said. 

Palestinians and Jordan had 
been hoping for a more explicit 
reaffirmation of United Nations 
resolutions that state the right of 
Palestinian refugees to return to 
homes they fled or were driven 
from in the Arab-Israeli wars of 
1948 and 1967. 


Solh names his cabinet 


(Condoned from page 1) 

Mr. Solh's cabinet is the third 
to be formed since Mr. Hrawi was 
elected president Nov. 24, 1989 
under an Arab League-brokered 
peace plan that ended the civil 
war. 

.The government change will 
not affect Lebanon’s policy in the 
Middle East peace talks. Out- 
Jtcing . Foreign, Minister . Faria 
Bweiz: retained the post in the 
new cabinet. , 

‘So'^ia Defence "Minister' 
Michel Murr, Interior Minister 
Sami Khatib and the main militia 
chieftains who stayed on as state 
ministers without portfolio. 

The Arab League-brokered 
peace plan retained the presiden- 
cy for the Maronite Catholics, the 
prime minister’s post for the Sun- 
ni Muslims and the post of house 
speaker for the Shiite Muslims. 

Lebanon's economy, ravaged 


by the civil war, has slipped into 
chaos since the conflict ended. 
International aid has not been 
forthcoming to pay for a recon- 
struction mil estimated at $20 
billion. 

The Lebanese pound, once the 
soundest currency in the Middle 
East, plummeted to a record low 
of 2,100 to the U.S. dollar before 
. Mr. Karami's downfall. 

' It sold for 880 to the dollar in 
February. Before the war,, it 
rated 2.5 to the dollar. 

The rapid decline sent prices 
sky high in a country that imports 
85 per cent of its basic needs. 

'The new government was 
formed two days before expira- 
tion of a deadline set by the 
350,000-strong General Federa- 
'tion of Labour Unions to resume 
a nationwide strike demanding 
economic reforms, if a new 
cabinet were not formed. 


Non-aligned welcome Libya’s move 


(Confined from page 1) 

Croatian and Slovenian dele- 
gates were disappointed at the 
failure of their attempt to gain 
official status at the Bali meeting. 

“They were too involved Ih the 
game of compromise, of failing to 
see the new realities in the 
world,” Croatian delegate Damir 
Grabisa said of the non-aligned 
members. 

He blamed Belgrade for a 
deadlock over according Croatia 
observer status and Slovenia 
guest status. 


The moderates also headed off 
suggestions that the word tntoler- ‘ 
able be used to describe moves by 
donor countries to link aid with 
Iranian rights. 


Libyan demand 

Libya is threatening to pull out 
of the Arab Maghreb Union 
(AMU) unless the four other 
member states help it break the 
U.N. sanctions imposed last 
month, the bead of state of 
Algeria said in an interview pub- 
lished on Friday. 


of an Arabian tribe of traders and 
hqrdsmen, and also some in 
Latin. Numerous ceramic relics 
found at the foot of the rocks 
indicate the area was not a des- 
tnfetfog for travellers but a rest- 
ing place — for the Wadi lies on 
be pilgrim trail running from 
Palestine to Mount Sinai and 
Catherine Monastery. 

680 examples of graffiti on the 
tombs in Rome confirm sources 
of literary evidence that an in- 
creasing number of Christians 
travelled to Rome to visit the 
martyrs’ graves, particularly 
those of Peter and Patti, following 
the beginning of religions free- 
dom under Emperor Constantine 
the Great (280-337) — German 
Research Service. 


Hands Habib's 
Corner 


Made in Jordan 
and proud with it 


JonUm is a small country but with great poten- 
tials. By international standards, we have meagre 
resources and a limited industrial capacity. 
Nevertheless, we could exploit our resources to 
yield optimum achievements at low cost . and high 
quality. 

Clothing industry is one sector hi which we have 
proven competence and have acquired state-of- 
the-art know-how for many young talents have 
advanced in the field of fashion designing and 
tailoring. Upgrading this sector would reap a dual 
benefit; curtail non-stop imports of ready-to-wear 
clothes from neighbouring countries and establish 
a solid, strong industry that could become highly 
competitive and, ultimately, “invade” regional 
markets. 


Recently I attended a number of fashion shows 
for women and children designed by young 
Jordanian pioneers who proved competent both in 
their style and their progressive approach to this 
sophisticated art. 

To farther develop this sector is a national duty. 

We, citizens and government alike, can give 
these pioneers a helping hand by encouraging 
them both in the public and private arenas. For Its 
part, the government is kindly asked to guide the 
seif-made designers and open for them the gates to 
foreign markets by giving them exports incen- 
tives. The people are likewise requested to encour- 
age local prod action. I, myself, fed proud lo wear 
a dress labelled “Made in Jordan.” 

So, we shook! join efforts to make it a successful 
Jordanian experiment. 


ABU DHABI 


AMSTERDAM ANKARA . AQABA 


ATHENS 


BAGHDAD BAHRAIN 


BANGKOK 


BEIRUT 


BELGRADE BERLIN 


BRUSSELS CAIRO 


CALCUTTA CASABLANCA 


COLOMBO 


DAMASCUS 


XttLSl 


.0HAKRAN - DOHA 


DUBAI 


FKANXniRT GENEVA 


ISTANBUL 


JAKARTA 


JEDDAH 


KARACSfT 


KUALA LUMPUR 


KUWAIT 


LARNACA 


LONDON 


MADRID 


MONTREAL 


MOSCOW 


MUSCAT 


NEW YORK 


PARIS 


RIYADH 


ROME 



SANAA 


SINGAPORE TORONTO 


TRIPOLI 


Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Royal Jordanian offers you the only non-stop and direct flights 
between Amman and Athens. Commencing May 17th, 1992 we will 
be resuming operations to Athens with twice weekly flights every 
Thursday and Sunday. Assuring you of our warm welcome. 


TUNIS “ 


VIENNA 


Depan 


Arrive 


Flight No. 


Amman 1 : 10 p.m. 

Athens 5 : 00 p.m 


Athens 3 : 45 
Amman 7 : 30 


RJ 13 J 
RJ 132 


For more information and reservations please contact your Travel Agent 
or Royal Jordanian at 678321. 


<Sfc> RDYALJORDAN1AN S&sMkZ&i 


Tomorrow’s international standards, today 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 




AMIN KAWARASONS 




The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
lit Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

OpcndaUy l2tf0-3:30. 

p.m . 

&30-Midnight ■' 

. T0t §3$m 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. I 

Packing, shipping, i 
forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door j| 
service 1 




PeKINC' 1 STAGNANT 




Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and] 
sale - famished or unfur-1 
nlshed. • 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, plea 
call * 

lAbdoun Rsall 


TeL SI 0605, 810008, 
_ ttr 


f CHENGS > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

.Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Bwbequefbr 
Lunch Friday only 
. Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
-* specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

i p.m. j 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour. Servidb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% imrpmr 

From mnlmrpo- 
20 x 30 tm 


Sbmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone:' 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 







Special Ohmsc Foods 
Skied Chinese (Ms 

\ 0 pta l£X- 33 Q.& 6 M -1330 


- Talcs w a y la 

Wad Saqra Road 
n par Philadelphia Hote l A 

ITM. teiaa. Amman] 

tea fated 
jj L, Aluwjp t cued 




LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


ODj^jDQ 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


,|ju<|Ij!s 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN> 

TRAVEL -TOURISM 
PACKING -CARGO 


TeL £3788 8/6&4282 
FAX 962,6^610198 
laygHuaaahf Street -Amman 



mcEBTuraonfisExncB 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN — 

☆ Kais Dryetean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

ft Uphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 



AQABA 

(mmsefood 

Open da3y 
12M- i&m &1&30-&JB 

Tel: 03-214415 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Resrrvmion : Jchel Amman 
Third Circle TeL 6IS0t>0 ■ 0 1 5061 


MOVING? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 



Fridays* 


SUNDAY 

LUNGHEON 

RUFFET 

Res:BG512 v l 


i • 


















>±*M |gA 




Sports 


\i0 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY* MAY” 17, 1993 



Mansell stays in command 


^OLA. Italy (R) — World 
championship leader Nigel Man-. 

- jell, starts Sunday's San Marino 

- Urand Prix from his fifth succes- 
sive pole position of the season 

filing to improve his time 
in final qualifying Saturday. 

- . , "Hie Williams driver was fastest 

. ^ession but could not better 

■ nis Friday effort of one minute 
, . . seconds on the demanding 

• irP^-^ns Autodromo Enzo E 
Dino Ferrari. 

Alongside Mansell on the front 

• row for the 61-iap race will be 
team mate Riccardo Patrese. 

■*'- Die Italian veteran, restricted 

• to five minutes track time at the 
_ end of Friday’s session because of 

an engine change on his car, 

. __ improved by a full second to 
' - ‘ - jump from fifth to second on the 


grid. 

He was one of only 13 drivers 
to register quicker times in the 
high temperatures which resulted 
in slower track conditions and 
also raised questions about re- 
liability for many teams. 

World champion Ayrton Sen- 
na, like Mansell, foiled tr im- 
prove and he will - share the 
second row with his McLaren 
team mate Gerhard Berger, 
another who fared no better. 

Die Benettons of German 
Michael Schumacher and Briton 
Martin Brundle, who managed a 
1.3 seconds improvement, ended 
up fifth and sixth fastest to fill the 
third row ahead of the Ferraris of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi and Italian 
Ivan Capelli. 

Mansell is poised to become 


the first man to win five succes- 
sive Grands Prix from die start of 
the season — a feat that would 
give him a huge lead in the World 
Championship. 

Mansell said: “My lap yester- 
day was a special one. I thought I 
might get dose to my time again 
this afternoon, but I made a 
mistake at the end of the straight 
and locked up the from left and 
ran wide on the kerb. 

“I damaged the underneath of 
the car a bit aerodynamically and 
I was not able to repeat my time 
from the morning session. But I 
was still pleased. 

“Reliability is going to be very 
important here in the race. Diis is 
the longest straight we have been 
on this year and it puts a lot of 
strain on the engine. It could be a 


very tough race.” 

Patrese was for happier than 
Friday, but warned that the track 
conditions and the heat could 
cause problems. “But, overall* I 
am very happy — I was aiming 
for the front row today.” . 

Senna, disppomted at his Lack 
of progress, said the tack condi- 
tions had made life more difficult 
for him today and added that he 
was hoping the McLaren MP4/Ts 
would be reliable for the race. 

Schumacher was also dis- 
appointed. He said- ‘Things did 
not go quite as well as usual. We 
made some changes but they did 
not go as planned." 

Brundle said his flying lap late 
in the session which hoisted him 
up to sixth was a “real banzai 
effort.” 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bulgarian lifters await drug probe 


SOFIA ( R) — Six Bulgarian weightlifters who tested positive for 
drugs earlier this year may yet participate in the Barcelona 
Olympics after the Health Ministry suspended their two-year bans 
Friday. “Die Health Ministry decreed a moratorium on the ban of 
the six lifters until the investigation launched Iasi month is over.” 
said Nurair Nurikyan, head coach of the Bulgarian weightlifting 
team. Die lifters, who include two former world champions, 
supplied positive samples after a routine dope test at the National 
Sports Medicine Centre before the European Championships in 
April. But Nurikyan insisted there had been outside interference 
and an official investigation was launched. 


Toulon relegated to 2nd division 


PARIS (R) — Toulon wen: relegated to the second division 
Thursday because of financial problems, the French Soccer 
Federation (FFF) said. The dub came under fire at die start of 
last season when some of its leading officials were charged with 
fraud and jailed. The dub's debts at the time were estimated at 70 
million francs (S14 million). Last season, three first division 
teams, Bordeaux. Nice and Brest were also relegated because of 
heavy debts. Toulon, who finished 14th in the league, may a ppea l 
against the decision, taken by a finandal commission of the FFF. 


FBI probes boxing promoter’s empire 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Don King's boxing empire, already rocked 
by the rape conviction of Mike Tyson and a stream of affidavits 
questioning the promoter's finandal deals with the former 
heavyweight champion, now has come under the scrutiny of the 
FBI. Two agents appeared at King's Manhattan townhouse 
Thursday “in connection with an ongoing investigation,” accord- 
ing to bureau spokesman Joe Valiquette. The agency would not 
divulge the nature of the investigation. The agents, who did not 
have a federal search warrant, stayed at King’s office for about an 
hour. Two newspapers reported that they confiscated computer 
disks and finandal records, but a spokesman for the promoter 
said nothing was removed from the building. “Nothing was 
taken.” spokesman John Solberg said. “No computer disks and 
no documents were removed... and they had no search warrant.” 
Solberg said the agems 'subpoenaed “some material and some 
members of Don King 1 - Productions in connection with their 
"ivestigation." 


Boxing champ sentenced for rape 


MIAMI (AP) — A judge Friday sentenced former heavyweight 
champion Trevor Berbick to four years in prison for raping a 
family baby sitter. Dade Circuit Judge Thomas Wilson had-twice 
delayed sentendng of the former heavyweight champion for 
mental evaluation after his outbursts in court. But Wilson 
pronounced him legally competent Friday after hearing testimony 
from court-appointed psychiatrists. When the judge handed down 
the sentence, the boxer once again shouted out, directing his 
anger at his wife and attorney, whom he accused of conspiring 
against him. “You know what you did. God will punish you" 
Berbick yelled at them. 


Christie apologises for outburst 


LONDON (R) — Linford Christie, Britain's Olympic athletics 
captain, apologised Friday for criticising the country's 4 X 400 
metres relay squad following its World Championship success. 
Christie had caused a furore by claiming his team mates had let 
their Tokyo victory go to their heads and suggesting they had 
“mucked up” their individual events. By contrast, he pointed out 
he had broken the 100 metres European record, despite finishing 
only fourth to Carl Lewis. “They are not my sort of guys. I don't 
like their attitude,” Christie had said. But after meeting team 
manager Joan Allison Friday the pair agreed a statement which 
read: “With hindsight. Unford accepts it was a mistake to make 
such comments. He fully accepts his responsibilities to the team as 
their captain, hopes the matter will be laid to rest and everyone 
will pull together to prepare for what we believe will be our best 
ever Olympics.'* 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAH HIRSCH 
01991 Tr«uno MMi Samns, Inc. 


TEST YOUR PLAY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
« Q 10 9 
?K9 
0 A J 6 4 
* A K 73 

WEST EAST 

485432 4 A 7 

97 9 J852 

0 Q 10 7 0 3 v K 9 2 

4 10 2 48654 

SOUTH 
4 K J 6 
9 A Q 10 6 4 3 
0 8 

4Q J 9 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 9 

3 NT Pass 4 9 

6 4 Pass 6 9 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 4 
There are many facets of declarer 
play that are automatic to the good 
technician. Study the combined 
North-South holding and decide 
how you would play six hearts after 
the lead of a low spade. 

The bidding is interesting. 
South's auction shows a hand with 
slam interest but no side-suit ace to 
cue-bid— had South been interested 
only in game, there would have been 
no reason to first jump to three 
hearts instead of straight to four. 
With 17 high-card points and the 
king of trumps. North cooperated 
by cue-bidding five dubs. Since 
North knew South had no aide-suit 
ace. North could not be accepting 


Ibe slam try without holding at least 
two aces, so South went directly to 
six hearts on the strength of the 

second-round controls in both unhid 
suits. 

When we saw this hand played. 
Bast won tbe ace of spades and re- 
turned tbe suit to the king. Declarer 
cashed tbe king and ace of trumps to 
learn of the bad break. A trump 
coup would be needed to neutralize 
East's trump length. 

Declarer crossed to tbe ace of dia- 
monds and ruffed a diamond. The 
queen of clubs was cashed, the nine 
of dubs went to the king and anoth- 
er diamond was ruffed. Declarer 
now entered dummy with the ace of 
dubs, and all would have been well if 
dubs had split evenly or had East 
started with three spades. As it was, 
declarer had to try to cash the queen 
of spades, but East ruffed for down 
one. 

Declarer's timing was off just a 
little. After winning the king of 
spades at trick two. declarer should 
immediately have cashed the ace of 
diamonds and ruffed a diamond. 
When the ace and king reveals the 
break, declarer is on the board to 
ruff another diamond. Now declarer 
cashes the queen and jack of dubs 
before crossing to the king of dubs, 
and the contract is secure. Declarer 
simply discards a spade on the ace of 
chibs and is left with Q 10 of hearts 
poised over East’s J 8. Any card 
from dummy allows declarer to 
score the last two tricks and the 
slam. 


Al Dustour basketball 
tournament ends today 


By Ateen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Al Dustour Basketball Championship con- 
cludes when Jordan's all-time rivals At Ahli and Al Orthodox! 
clash in the match deciding the third and fourth places. The match 
will also determine whether Iraq's Al Karkh, or their runner-up in 
the Iraqi first division. Al Shurta wins the championship title. 

If Al Orthodoxi wins the match they will finish third and Al 
Karkh will win the title. On the other hand if Al Ahli wins, they 
will capture third place and AJ Shurta mil win the title based on 
score difference. 

All teams took a day off from competition Saturday after a 
tense and competitive day on Friday in which Lebanon's Al 
Riyadi, who had only beaten the Sudanese national team, lost a 
golden chance to defeat Iraqi champions A! Karkh. 

Al Riyadi won the first half 44-43 and were leading 70-60 in the 
second half before Al Karkh took the lead and won the match 
with only a six point difference of 95-89. 

Also Friday Jordan's Al Ahli dropped out of the race for tbe 
championship title when they lost 100-89 to Al Shurta. Al Shurta 
won the first half 49-45. 


STANDINGS UP TO MAY 16 


Team 

Flayed 

W 

I. 

mm 


Pis. 

Al Karkh 

5 

4 

1 

487 

406 

9 

Al Orthodox! 

5 

4 

I 

466 

423 

9 

Al Shurta 

5 

4 

1 

475 

448 

9 

Al AW 

5 

3 

2 

407 

388 

8 

Al Markazi 

5 

2 

3 

385 

393 

7 

Al Riyadi 

6 

1 

5 

507 

539 

7 

Al Khartoum 

5 

- 

5 


463 

5 


Coach does not expect easy 
win for U.S. basketball team 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Col- 
orado (AP) — Chuck Daly has 
heard all the talk about how his 
NBA-loaded U.S. Olympic bas- 
ketball team should steamroll its 
way to a gold medal in Barcelona. 

He believes the United States 
will reclaim the gold. He just 
doesn't expect it to be quite so 
easy. 

“Die U.S. hockey team proved 
(in 1980) what can happen in a 
given situation,” Daly said Fri- 
day. “They weren't supposed to 
win a game, let alone a gold 
medal. Strange things happen. 

“And when you look at the 
40-minute game instead of the 
48-minute game, this is my major 
concern. The best international 
teams shoot 20 to 30 threes. If 


you start knocking down those 
shots in a 40-minute game, a lot 
of things can change.” 

The other major challenge, he 
said, will be melding the dozen 
players — 1 11 NBA stars and 
Duke’s Christian Laettner — into 
a unit. 

“We have no question the 
greatest array of talent ever put 
together,” said Daly, who retired 
last week after nine years as 
coach of tbe Detroit Pistons. “But 
array of talent and putting 
together a team is a whole diffe- 
rent process. 

“We will be die favourite, we 
should win the gold and I think 
we will win (be gold. But I don’t 
think it will be without a little 
trepidation." 



Steffi Graf 


Graf battles back to 
reach Berlin final 


BERLIN (R) — Top seed Steffi 
Graf made a courageous com- 
eback after losing the first set to 
beat American teenager Jennifer 
Capriati 2-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the Ger- 
man Open day-court semifinals 
Saturday. 

The German world number 
two lacked convi ction in the first 
set and appeared in real danger of 
losing the match against the 16- 
year-old Capriati, who is ranked 
sixth. 


Although Graf took the second 
set after a break of service in the 
eighth game, Capriati led 2-0 in 
the third set after an early break 
and looked on her way to an 


upset. 

But the German kept her cool 
and broke back to 2-2. She pro- 
duced her best tennis at tbe right 
time, breaking in the ninth game 
to lead 5-4 before successfully 
serving out for the match. 

Graf has now reached the final 
of the Berlin event — a key 
preparation on clay for the 
French Open at the end of the 
month — for the last eight years, 
winning five times. 

In Sunday's final, she will play 
the winner of other semifinal 
between Spanish second seed 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario and 
American fourth seed Mary Joe 
Fernandez. 


Brazil soccer stars bow to 
lesser players, dogs 


LONDON (R) — Brazil’s soccer 
stars found themselves playing 
second fiddle Friday to English 
third division players and a pack 
of greyhounds. 

The three-times world cham- 
pions, who face England at 
Wembley Sunday, were barred, 
from training at the stadium be-’ 
cause it is staging the final of a 
minor cup competition Saturday. 

Wembley also regularly holds a 
greyhound racing meeting Friday 
nights. 

After making do with a pitch at 
a private sports club in a south 
London suburb. Coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira said: "The 
ground was tod hard, it's like 
cement and jars the players' 
joints and muscles.' Also* it was 
uneven in the middle. 

He added: “We wanted to train 
at Wembley. Even in the World 
Cup you get the chance to train 
on the grounds that you are gojng 
to play on. 

“But we were told we couldn't 
use Wembley because there was a 
dog race on.” 

A spokesman for the Brazilian 
team said the squad were told 
they could visit the stadium but 
not practice on the pitch because 
of a minor cup final being played 
there Saturday between third di- 
vision Stoke and Stockport. ' 

Parreira asked the English 
F.A. to find a suitable venue for 
their final practice and Saturday 
they will now train after the 
England players at Bisham 
Abbey, north of London — the 

For Brazil, attempting yet 


another rebirth since the last of 
home side's headquarters. 

Despite the problems, Parreira 
.said of Sunday's match: 'It's al- 
ways a game we Brazilians look' 
forward to. It's a meeting of two 
different schools of football and 
always seems to make for an 
exciting match." 

Brazil will be playing England 
at Wembley for the third time in 
five years and looking for their 
first victory in London since 1981. 

England, playing their last 
home match before the European 
Championship in Sweden next 
month, beat Brazil 1-0 at Wemb- 
ley in 1990, current captain Gary 1 
Lineker scoring the only . goaf. 

Lineker, who bows put of in-, 
ternatibnal’ sob'cer after next " 
moiTth's European Chapin 
pionship, can equal Bobby Charl- 
ton’s England record of 49 goals 
if he scores for the third time 
against the Brazilians, 
their three World Cup triumphs 
in 1970, it will be a second serious 
test for coach Parreira after a 1-0 
away defeat by arch-rivals Uru- 
guay two weeks ago. 

Liverpool winger John Barnes, 
who stunned Maracana fans with 
a superb solo goal in England's 
2-0 win in Rio De Janiero in 1984, 
is fighting to be fit for a fourth 
consecutive appearance against 
the South Americans. 

Barnes, who has nothing to 
envy the Brazilians in terms of 
ball skills, has a calf problem that 
kept him out of Liverpool’s victo- 
rious side in last Saturday's F.A. 
Cup final. , 



Andy Capp 



rVEHADAT 
WORK, PET. 
HOW WAS - 

VtXJRDAY? 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


You’Re 

<5oNNA 

. SET * 
I MARRIED? 

WHEN? 


D 


today/ i made up 
MV MIND once 

AND FOR ALLTIME 
THE FIRST GIRL I 
SEE I'M GONNA/ 
1 MARRY/ 





I THERE SHE VI 
1 iS/MYMATEr 
MV DREAM GIRL! 
AND SHE 
LOOKS LIKE 



WE WERE MADE 

for each other/] 

I'M NOTGONNA 
WASTE ANOTHER 
MINUTE OF MY 
LIFE* I'LL MARRY 
HER RIGHT NOW' 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 17, 1992 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righler Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
feel that you are being imposed 
upon early this morning bur try to 
remain calm for later on during tbe 
day you will be able to view the 
entire episode from another direc- 
tion. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your best results today are in 
doing what you like the most and 
steering dear of worldly activities 
for they could hold a snare for you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't get involved in anything that 
is different from what you have 
found to be an acceptable and 
workable plan to gain your most 
cherished longings privately. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to get together, with friends 
and acquaintances who are of vital 
and helpful importance in your life 
and enjoy them personally and at 
recreations. 


can make those intimate aims that 
mean so much to the actual pan of 
your life. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a real chance now ; 0 
see influential men and women 
who can give you tbe backing yon 
want but be especially charming to 
them. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem. 
ber 21) Be alert and openminded 
to all kinds of accepted new in- 
tercsis by which you make your life 
more pleasant and agreeable with 
much less effort. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have more charm and 
magnetic radiance than for some- 
time so be sure you use ir in public 
and let others know of your affec- 
tion for them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you have every sort of ability to get 
advisors you like and who can. 
assist your, progress to give you the 
various means to be more suc- 
cessful. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Diis is the day for you to map 
out a course of action whereby you 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) You have a day now 

when you can appraise the value of 
whatever your assets and decide 
just how you can gain mote of 
them in the future. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Put a little more emo- 
tion and praise in dealing with 
associates who are inclined to be 
reticent or look for reasons to have 
feelings hurt. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Find some improved ways 
to make your surroundings more 
attractive and so they will be more 
operative as well as of a greater 
amount of value. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can have one of your 
happiest of days now and especial- 
ly by getting in touch with as many 
persons you like as possible and 
arrange to see them. 


THE BETTER HALF 



‘It’s raisin toast for dieters. I poked out 
all the raisins and replaced 
them with peas.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I « by Henri Arnold and Bob Lm 

f — 


YA 

IDS 


L 

CE 

□ 

□ 


e-v" 


ORGUP 

XX 


RAZABA 


^ - k_^ 

r 

□ 



NYLK1D 


mm 

''"S ■ 


WHAT A ’CHIP 4 ' 
OH THE 5H0UJJ7ETC 
USUALLY 15. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: BULGY MANGE VANDAL YEARLY 
Answer Strange as it sounds, people who are 

supposed to have "pafetr frequently seem 
to be this— -VERY DULL 


THE Daily Crossword * 


ACROSS 

1 Anjou 

5 Peperflke doth 

9 Fundamental 

14 Singing voice 

15 Russ, river 

16 Preface for 
short 

17 civet and ocelot 

18 Aircraft head? 

19 Michetangeto 
work 

20 Famed football 
coach 

23 Coq au 

24 Caviar base 

25 Lika Crane’s 
horseman 

27 Rx 

31 BiypL goddess 

32 Lira story 

33 Nonsense 
partner 

36 Attempt 

39 J0harm of musk 

41 Alicia of TV 

42 Quince an. 

43 Actress 
Sommer 

44 Planet 

46 Pierre's refusal 

47 “If I — 
Hammer'’ 

49 Hilary's 
conquest 

.62 — Lautrec 

56 Baseball staL 

57 Kind of number: 
abbr. 

58 "Platoon" 
director 

63 Scratched out 

65 Site Of 
Hannibal's 

- defeat 

66 Waste 
allowance 

67 Bfidnis-g. 

68 Correct text 

69 Grass ptot 

70 Skater Sonia 

71 Parched 

72 Ms Maxwell ' 





3 Alaskan island 

4 Ptatfonrs 

5 Sahara tomads 

6 Pisa's vw 

7 Mend 

8 Sim to 

9Uprig t waiters 
10 Cut* <0 
It Cub- 
ann onoer 

12 ong. fife 


13 Ba* dealings 

21 Lx ng time 

22 Innocent 

26 Sylvester's 


DOWN 

1 Stow 

2 Panache 


27 Singer lane 

28 Iran money 

29 "Giant" star 
3QLa»i abbr. 

34 Burmese 
statesman 

35 Outcome 
37 OM prophet 
38tocfination 
40 Mend . 


gninmn nnsn nnnn 
anno nrann 

ognnno nronnn 
ngu rannn. nnrann 
QpiRnnnnnnnnnnnn 
rannnm rannn muz 
nn onncin C'nonnn 
gnnnn nnrm 

nnnn rannn nnrnnrn 
SHSE Bonn nnnno 
QIEihb nnnra nnnnn 



44 John — Jones 

45 GormencSzed 

45 Draw itfly 

50 Hesitati on 
sounds 

51 Snake's warning 

52 Pentateuch 
53Speeowfy 


54 Large and sma* 

55 Duck 

59 Eastern bigwig. 
80 Type of 


81' 

62 Lab vessel 
64 Yale student 



I 
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Russia faces unemployment surge 
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. MOSCOW (R) - — Russia is fac- 
ing a singe in unemployment with 
13 million people looking for new 
jobs by the second half of 1992, 
ITAR-TASS news agency quoted 
official analysts as .saying Friday. 
■ “By ’Summer the overall num- 
ber of vacant places wifi become 
smaller than the number of candi- 
dates for them,” TASS said. 

The experts, from the govern- 
ment’s Economic Reform Cen- 
tre, said about seven million peo- 
ple would find jobs on their own. 

A further six million would 
register with state employment 
agencies. Of these 2.5, million 
would be given work while the 
remaining 3.5 million would be- 
come' unemployed. 


'Ilie experts calculated that 1.5 
million temporarily unemployed 
people would he retrained. 
Others would be eligible for un- 
employment benefit. 

The jobs crunch accompanies 
Russia’s current painful switch to a market 
economy under reforms 
spearheaded by President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The analysts said more than a 
million people would lose work in 
defence industries, which are 
being trimmed now that the cold ' 
war is over. 

The reforms, including hefty 
price rises for most key products, 
have already boosted inflation, 
and TASS said government plans 
to raise oil and gas prices would 
further increase overall price 
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levels. 

“Calculations show that the 
increase in oil and gas prices will 
lead to a general rise in prices of 
about 70 per cent,” TASS quoted 
Andrei Nechayev, Russia's eco- 
nomy minister, as telling a meet- 
ing of senior officials. 

Russia plans to keep energy 
prices in a reasonable range by 
setting limits and fining firms 
which sell oil or gas for prices that 
are too high or too low. 

The new oil price range for 
industry, introduced Friday, is 
between 1,800 roubles and 2J2OO 
roubles ($18 and $22 at the cen- 
tral bank's fixed "market rate”) 
per tonne, up from about 350 
roubles ($3.50). 

Fiat 

profit 

slumps 

MILAN. Italy (R) — Fiat SPA. 
.Italy's biggest private sector 
group, announced Friday its 1991 
net profit fell more than 30 per 
cent and it was cutting dividends 
accordingly. 

But the stock markeL and 
analysts appeared relieved the 
' news was not worse. 

New profit dropped to 1.1 tril- 
lion lire ($894 million) from 1.6 
trillion a year ago, as its industrial 
activities, and particularly the car 

- sector, came under increased 
competition. 

Europe's second biggest car- 
maker said it was cutting its 
ordinary divided 37 per cent to 
230 lire. 

‘The figures are satisfying 
overall... particularly if the re- 
sults obtained by the auto divi- 
sion are considered against a 
background of mounting com- 
petition.” Fiat said in a state- 
ment. 

The results had been helped by 
the profits made on the sale of 

- some assets during the year and 
moves to cut costs. 

Profits from car production, 
which accounts for around round 
.half of Fiat's 56 trillion lire ($45 
million) turnover, slumped to 386 
billion ($313 million),^ percent 
down on the previous year. 


India orders 
police probe 
into stock 
scandal 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian Fi- 
nance Minister Manmohan Singh 
has ordered a police inquiry into 
the involvement of three state- 
run banks in a major stock market 
scandal. 

He told parliament the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, the 
federal police organisation, 
would investigate loans from the 
banks to a big Bombay stock- 
broker accused by newspapers 
and opposition politicians of 
manipulating the market for pro- 
fit. 

“We will take whatever follow- 
up action is required,” Mr. Singh 
told opposition members deman- 
ding immediate arrests and trials. 

They alleged that up to 25 
billion rupees (nearly $1 billion) 
was involved in the scandal 
already being investigated by the 
Reserve Bank of India, the cen- 
tral bank. 

They demanded the arrest of 
Harshad Mehta, one of the big- 
gest players on India's biggest 
bourses who has been named in 
newspapers as well as in parlia- 
ment as the recipient of dubious 
loans from the three banks. 

Mr. Mehta has refused to 
speak to journalists since his 
alleged involvement in what Indi- 
an newspapers call “the stock- 
scam" emerged. 

Mr. Singh said documents rec- 
overed in February raids on Mr. 
Mehta suggested there was prima 
fade evidence that bank officials 
colluded with him to manipulate 
the market and that they misused 
offidal powers. 

He said senior offidals of the 
three banks bad either been 
asked to resign or go on leave 
pending completion of the central 
bank inquiry, but arrests and 
charges would have to await the 
outcome of the investigations. 

Mr. Singh named the three 
banks as the United Commercial 
Bank, the National Housing 
Bank and the State Bank of India 
(SBI). 

He said the SBI, reported by 
newspapers to have lent more 
than six billion rupees ($210 mil- 
lion) to Mr. Mehta, had got its 
money back and he was hopeful 
the other two banks would also 
recover their loans. 


France to reduce 
stake in Total 


PARIS (AP) — The government 
said Friday that it will reduce its 
holdings in Total S.A., the state- 
controlled oil company, from 34 
per cent to 15 per cent. 

The government said it has not 
dedded when to sell and that the 
date would be determined by 
market conditions. 

“This significant reduction in 
the state’s share is justified by the 
changes in the oil environment 
which are substantially different 
from the conditions that moti- 
vated the significant state stake in 
Total’s capital in the 1920s,” the 
finance ministry statement said. 

It noted that with the 19 per'' 
cent divestiture there will be “two 
huge French oil companies with a 
strong international presence, 
one public and one private.” 

Societe Nationale Elf 
Aquitaine will remain under gov- 
ernment control. 

A Total spokeswoman, who 
declined to be named, said that of 
the 19 per cent to be sold, seven 
per cent consists of non-voting 
investment certificates that- hol- 
ders can exchange for voting 
shares in a swap. The swap would 
offer four certificates for three 
shares. 

The remaining 12 per cent to 
be sold would presumably be 
placed on the market. . 

The spokeswoman provided no 
other details and no one could be 
reached late Friday at the finance 


Cinema 


ministry for comment. 

Of the 15 per cent that will 
remain in the public sector, the 
government said it intends to 
keep only five per cent as a direct 
stake. It was not immediately 
dear how the government would 
distribute the remaining 10 per 
cent. 

The announcement followed 
recent statements by government 
officials, including Finance Minis- 
ter Michel Sapin, that France 
intends to reduce its stake in 
corporations. 

Savings will be used, in part, on 
programmes to reduce the na- 
tion’s 10 per cent unemployment 
rate, a serious political problem 
in France. 

In mid-March, France sold a 
2.3 per cent stake in Elf, paring 
down its controlling shares to 
51.5 per cent under revised rules 
adopted last September. The new 
rules allow the state to reduce its 
controlling stake in companies to 
51 per cent. 

The Elf sale was announced in 
November 1991, but a sudden 
slide of the Paris bourse forced a 
postponement till March. 

Now, the Paris stock market is 
at its highest level in about two 
years, with Total’s shares dosing 
at 260 francs ($48) a share on 
Friday. The company's' shares 
have risen 5.9 per cent since the 
end of 1991. 
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Starting 'Thursday, you will be meeting 
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Mahd wiH BMuw 
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Performances: &30 p.m. dally 
Additional performances will be staged 
on Wednesday, starting 4:30 p.m. 
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ADB declares war on poverty 
and population growth in Africa 


DAKAR (R) — Africa's top de- 
velopment bank has declared war 
on poverty and one of its key 
battles will be against population 
growth which, at 3.2 per cent a 
year, far outstrips growth in other 
continents. 

The war against poverty is one 
of four strategies for the next five 
years adopted by the African. 
Development Bank (ADB) at an 
annual meeting which ended in 
Dakar Thursday. 

In a continent where econo- 
mies have been ravaged by heavy 
foreign debt, depressed prices for 
mineral and fann exports, civil 
strife and severe drought, people 
are worse off on average than 30 
years ago, it said. 

“If the regional growth pattern 
of the 1980s is repeated in the 
1990s, per capita incomes will fall 
20 per cent below today's levels,” 
said Peter Freeman, head of the 
international arm of Britain's 
Overseas Development Adminis- 
tration. 

Yet there is no sign of any 
widespread economic recovery 


soon in Africa, which must now 
compete against the former 
Soviet Bloc and eastern Europe 
for aid from industrialised nations 
where recession has put pressure 
on government budgets. 

“Programmes combating 
poverty and excessive popula- 
tion growth have to be mutually 
reinforcing,” said the bank’s 
president, Babacar Ndiaye. 

“The downward trend in the 
African economy has been aggra- 
vated year after year by the rapid 
rate of population growth. Agri- 
cultural production has not kept 
pace with population growth, 
with the result that Africa has to 
depend on food imports,” he 
added. 

Some 45 per cent of the 
estimated 640 million people in 
Africa are children aged under 15 
years. 

Bank offidals say it will take 
political will and extensive family 
planning education to change 
attitudes in African sodeties 
which have traditionally valued 
large families. 


Failure will be costly. 

“Even if fertility rates were to 
fall immediately to their replace- 
ment levels, it would take several 
decades before the increase in 
Africa's population would be 
arrested,” said Ferhat Lounes, 
the bank's vice president for cen- 
tral operations. 

The other strategies in the five- 
year plan indude rebuilding faci- 
lities damaged by neglect or war, 
promoting the private sector in a 
continent where bloated and in- 
effident state enterprises have 
long sway, and integration in line 
with proposals to set up an Afri- 
can common market by the year 
2025. 

The bank is thinking of laun- 
ching an African export-import 
bank which the bank manage- 
ment approved in prindple last 
week. 

Industrialised countries reas- 
sured Africa that offidal develop- 
ment aid, which accounts for 
more than 40 per cent of all 
investment in the continent, will 
continue to flow in order to sup- 


port economic recovery and 
alleviate poverty. 

But they said Africa would also 
need substantial private invest- 
ment to recover and it could 
attract this only if African states 
develop market economies, up- 
hold the rule of law and make 
appropriate reforms to tax and 
other economic legislation. 

The World Bank estimates that 
financial returns on private in- 
vestment in Africa have fallen 
from over 30 per cent in the 1960s 
to 2.5 per cent in the 1980>. 
Returns in south Asia average 20 
per cent or more, the meeting 
was told. 

U.S. investment in Africa 
totalled S4.7 billion in 1990, com- 
pared with $25 billion each for 
South America and Asia. 

Donor countries argued that 
private investment offered poten- 
tially far greater rewards than 
aid, not only in the wealth it 
generated. It also brings technic- 
al, managerial and marketing 
skills, and does not add to nation- 
al debt. 


Newspaper tells Chinese to take 
investment risk lesson from Kang 


BELTING (R) — A Chinese in- 
vestor who lost money on the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange hanged 
himself, and an official newspap- 
er Friday warned would-be pun- 
ters to take the suicide as a lesson 
on investment risk. 

A 41 -year-old company work- 
er, identified only as Kang, killed 
himself on April 20 after he lost 
6,449 yuan ($1,172) on shares of 
Shanghai Yangzhong Industrial, 
the Liberation Daily said. 

The stock became the centre of 
attention this week after an offi- 
cial investigation into a scandal 
over share price manipulation. 

The trading and industrial 
blue-chip was the first Chinese 
company to issue shares to the 
public since 1949, and the scandal 
is one of the most serious since 
the Shanghai market opened its 
doors in December 1990. 

The Liberation 'Daily vused 
Kang’s case as an pbjert lesson 
'and, in an editorial,* delivered a 
homily on investment risk. 

“It’s not right to believe that 
socialist shareholding leads auto- 
matically to big fortunes,” it said. 
“But many people believe this. 
Once the stock index falls, people 
can’t stand the economic loss.” 

Shanghai and Shenzhen have 
been gripped by stock market 
fever since the markets opened 


some 18 months ago, and inves- 
tors, desperate for opportunities, 
have snapped up each new issue. 

“Shareholding is new to (Chi- 
na's) socialist economic field and 
is not a mature system yet here,” 
the newspaper said. 

It noted that buying shares 
entailed more risk than invest- 
ment in state treasury bonds. 

“Before engaging in the stock 
exchange, you should be pre- 
pared for losses and realise you 
are taking a risk.” it concluded. 
“This is the lesson we must draw 
from Kang's case." 

Brokers said Friday that China 
has issued a stern warning that 
chaos was threatening its stock 
markets as investors threw cau- 
tion to the wind and sent prices 
rocketing on the southern Shen- 
zhen exchange. 

“R” shares reserved for fore- 
igners have soared by up to 45 per 
cent in, the past week alone in> 
' Shenzhen, following wild demand 
for “A” shares traded by Chinese 
citizens. 

Stock market fever is sweeping 
China as investors, desperate for 
a better return than the slim 
interest rates offered by state 
banks, battle for limited supplies 
of stock. 

Vicious fights erupted between 
gangs trying to jump queues of 


genuine investors in Shenzhen. 

Two people have been stabbed 
to death and police rounded up 
200 gangsters this week to try to 
stop the violence. 

Brokers in neighbouring Hong 
Kong who handle most B share 
trading said investors are ignoring 
normal yardsticks such as price/ 
earnings (P/E) ratios in the scam- 
ble for stock. 

“Everybody is crazy about this 
market,” said Alice Lau of Chin- 
ning Ltd. "Whether they know 
the shares or not, they don’t care 
about the fundamentals. No- 
body's asking about the P/E. 
earnings per share or anything 
like that.” 

P/E ratios, current market 
price of a stock as a multiple of its 
total per share earnings for the 
previous 12 months, is one indica- 
tor of whether a stock is good 
value. 

In a sign of offidal alarms the 
Beijing-controlled China News 
Service (CNS) said chaos could 
ensue and economic reforms 
could be endangered if more 
stock markets opened too soon. 

Several cities are vying to fol- 
low Shanghai and Shenzhen In 
opening stock markets. 

“There will be chaos and even 
an uncontrollable situation if va- 
rious places in China stampede to 


Cuba seeks to diversify 
sugar industry, markets 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba is diver- 
sifying its sugar industry and 
seeking new trade outlets to 
offset the loss of its traditional 
markets in East Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, the island’s 
top sugar offidals have said. 

“Cuba will continue to be a 
major producer of sugar for diffe- 
rent world markets,” Sugar 
Minister Juan Herrera told a 
sugar conference in Havana. 

He said the communist-ruled 
island would seek to boost its raw 
sugar production while at the 
same time increasing its refining 
capadty and the development of 
a wide range of sugar cane deriva- 
tives for internal use apd possible 
export. 

Mr. Herrera declined to give 
an exact production estimate for 
Cuba's 1991/1992 sugar harvest. 


which has been badly delayed by 
shortages of oil, lubricants and 
machinery spares. 

He said projections by diffe- 
rent international analysts had 
ranged from 5.5 million tonnes to 
more than seven million. 

"It’s going to be inside that 
range,” Mr. Herrera said. Cuba's 
1990/1991 production totalled 7.6 
millin tonnes. 

Alberto Betancourt, director 
of the state sugar selling company 
Cubazucar. said predictions by 
analysts that a surplus of Cuba 
sugar would depress the world 
market in 1991 and 1992 had 
proved to be unfounded so far. 

This was despite the loss of 
traditional markets in eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, which together had 
accounted for between 60 and 70 
per cent of Cuba's total sugar 
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exports. 

“Our sugar trading policy has 
been directed towards the search 
for new markets,” Mr. Betan- 
court said. This export drive in- 
cluded the newly independent re- 
publics of the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

One new direct client for Cuba 
is Iran, which had contracted for 
200,000 tonnes of sugar this year. 
China remained the island's big- 
gest far eastern client but both 
Japan and in the western hemis- 
phere, Canada, were importing 
significant amounts of Cuban 
sugar. 

Mr. Herrera said Cuba was 
planning to increase its sugar 
refining capadty. Cuban exports 
of refined sugar have in the past 
totalled around 300,000 tonnes a 
year, going to customers in Africa 
and the Middle East, according to 
trade offidals. 

Cuba was ready to cooperate 
with foreign partners to build new 
refineries on the island, he 
added. 


set up stock exchanges before 
problems are solved.” the Hong 
Kong-based news agency quoted 
experts as saving. 

"China's financial authorities 
are concerned about this and 
have dedded to control the situa- 
tion which could ruin China's 
economic reforms and develop- 
ment.” it said. 

Chinese investors do not real- 
ise that fortunes can be lost as 
well as made on the two stock 
markets, which have reopened 
only in the past two years after a 
40-year ban, it said. 

“Experts point out that there is 
a lack of risk concept in the stock 
markets, as demand outstrips 
supply and there seems to be no 
fell — only rises,” CNS said. 

“Investors are concerned only 
about how much they can make 
from rising share prices, buf care 
.Ie$$- -about the listed- companies' 
operations and financial condi- 
tion." it said. 

Foreigners have joined the 
stampede, snapping up shares in 
the six companies issuing B 
shares — the only vehicle for 
overseas investment in Chinese 
stocks — in Shenzhen. 

In huge turnover, newly listed 
Shenzhen Petrochemical led the 
gains with a 45 per cent surge this 
week to 15.50 yuan (S2.90) — 
about five times its issue price — 
followed by Shenzhen Properties, 
which rose 38 per cent to 12.30 
($2.30). 

Rumours that hardline leader 
Chen Yun would visit Shenzhen, 
the showcase for paramount lead- 
er Deng Xiaoping's reforms, 
started the surge Tuesday. 

“Everybody is using the 
rumour as an excuse. Actually it's 
a demand-driven market. There 
are only six shares to chose from. 
It’s not much.” Chintung’s Lau 
said. 

“Sellers refuse to sell every 
day. I keep on telling the major 
holders to start selling because 
there are good profits to be 
made,” she said. “But the shares 
keep on moving up. That's why 
they're hesitant to sell.” 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Dihram Bal, of Indian! 
nationality announce the 
loss of my passport No. 
768568, issued in India/ 
Punjab. 

Any one who finds It is 
kindly requested to de- 
liver it to the nearest 
police station or to call 
Tel. No. 680568 


Shows: 3:30, 6-JO, 8 JO, 10:30 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

semi - detached villa , 200m3 , with a pleasent 
view , 3 bedrooms , one little room , large open 
planned living area , 2 w.c...Fumished . Fire place , 
2 Veranda . Garden garage , central heating and close 
to Jordan university . 

Address: Royal Court Housing 
EL - Jubeiha - Tel : 842874 


The Salt Handicraft Training Centre 
announces 

the commencement of two short courses in the fields of 
ceramics and weaving for a period of six weeks. 
Classes will start on May 19, 1992 

For more information please call 05/551781 


The 

BAPTIST SCHOOL 

requests the honour of your presence 
to attend the play 

“OLIVER TWIST ” 

on Monday , tbe eighteenth day and Tuesday the 
nineteenth day of May 1992 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the ,RCC studio theatre 
Tickets will be available at tbe Baptist School. 






































































World News 


Fighting continues as U.N. 


troops pull out of Bosnia 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na (AP) — Serb and Muslim 
fighters ignored an hours-old 
truce and resumed fighting Satur- 
'day. The battle imperiled nego- 
tiations between the warring par- 
ties and forced U.N. peackeeping 
troops to flee. 

- The resurgent fighting killed at 
least one person in Sarajevo be- 
. fore midday at least eight people 
died in Tuzla, north of the capit- 
al, Sarajevo Radio reported. 

More than 1J00 people have 
died and 700.000 have fled since 
Muslims and Croats in Bosnia 
voted 10 weeks ago to secede 
from Serbian-dominated Yugos- 
lavia. Yugoslav-backed Serbs in 
Bosnia have seized two-thirds of 
the republic. 

Sarajevo has been the head- 
quarters for the United Nations' 
14.000-man peacekeeping mis- 
sion in neighbouring Croatia, but 
U.N. officers decided to puli out 
more than half their troops be- 
cause of the severity of the recent 
fighting. 

An 80-vehicle convoy canying 
about 170 U.N. troops started out 
from Sarajevo for Belgrade, the 
Yugoslav capital, Saturday morn- 
ing. There were unconfirmed re- 
ports it was stopped at a Serb- 
controlled roadblock on its way 
out of the city, said U.N. spokes- 
man Fred Eckhard. 

Mr. Eckhard said the 
peacekeeping force's leader Gen. 
Satish Nambiar, who had been 
trapped by the fighting for two 
days in his villa, planned to leave 
Monday with staff officers, but 
about 120 U.N. monitors would 






A Muslim couple look out warily from their home 
Serbian attack. 


in a Bosnian village where 6 people died after a 


remain. 

The renewed fighting scuttled 
planned negotiations that officials 
had planned Saturday if the ceas- 
efire was observed. Darko I vie, a 
Bosnian government official, said 
there would be no talks among 


Bosnian authorities. The Serbs 
and the Yugoslav army. 

The fighting came just hours 
after the U.N. worked out a 
ceasefire. A truce reached 
Wednesday also broke down in 
fewer than 24 hours. 

In New York Friday, the U.N. 
Security Council unanimously 
passed a resolution demanding 
that Serb-led federal forces and 
Croatian soldiers withdraw from 
Bosnia or place their troops and 
weapons under Bosnian control. 

“Any change of borders by 
force is not acceptable." the re- 
solution said, in a criticism of 
apparent efforts by Serbia to 
absorb areas of neighbouring re- 
publics into a greater Serbia. 

The resolution also demands 
that demobilised troops and mili- 
tiamen in U.N. -protected zones 
in Croatia be disarmed. 


In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler said food was running 
short in Sarajevo and firefighters 
didn't have water to fight fires. 
Ms. Tutwiler blamed Serbian 
militias and the Serb-led federal 
army, which opposed the repub- 
lic's decision to become indepen- 
dent. 

U.N. troops in Croatia, mean- 
while, were sent Friday to take 
control of the eastern Slavonia 
region captured by Serb-led 
forces last year. 

The region, which borders Ser- 
bia, was one of the focal points of 
the six-month war between Croa- 
tian security forces and Serb 
irregulars supported by the 
Yugoslav army. More than 
10,000 people were killed until a 
ceasefire in January decreased 
violence. 


Fighting in Sarajevo and much 
of Bosnia pits Slavic Muslims, 
who make up more than 40 per 
cent of Bosnia’s 4.3 million peo- 
ple. against Serbs, about one- 
third. Many Croats, about 17 per 
cent of the state's population, 
have sided with the Muslims. 

Since last June, Croatia, 
Slovenia and Macedonia as well 
as Bosnia have split from Yugos- 
lavia, which now consists only of 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

Singapore said Friday it recog- 
nised the independence of the 
former Yugoslav republics of 
Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina.' 

'‘Singapore welcomes the entry 
of these republics into the com- 
munity of nations and looks to- 
wards developing friendly and 
mutually beneficial relations with 
them." the Foreign Ministry said. 


De Klerk, Mandela try to save peace process 


JOHANNESBURG fR) — 
South African peace talks failed 
Saturday to break a deadlock 
over how to forge a democratic 
constitution despite the personal 
intervention of President F.W. 
De Klerk and black leader Nel- 
son Mandela. 

But they said all was not lost 
and ordered their delegations to 
streamline the reform process 
and get it back on track to form a 
multi-racial transitional govern- 
ment to lead the country from 
apartheid to democracy. 

The organising committee of 
the second summit of the Con- 
vention for a Democratic South 
Africa (CODES A II) later 
announced it was examining all 
working group agreements to 
speed up the peace process. 

The committee added •[ would 
call another meeting of the 19 
participating groups “as a matter 
of urgency." 

Mr. De Klerk and Mr. Mande- 


la in late night talks Friday did not 
solve the thorny issue of power in 
an interim parliament that will 
draw up a constitution. But they 
agreed work just continue with 
urgency to break the stalemate 
between their parties, the leading 
white and black forces in the 
country. 


cross the rubicon. You must 
understand dearly that the days 
of white minority domination are 
over.” 


Mr. Mandela, president of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC), made an impassioned 
plea at the convention for speed 
in setting up a multi-racial interim 
government. 


He told all 19 delegations to 
agree that the current apartheid- 
based parliament must pass laws 
creating a transitional administra- 
tion by the rime it adjourns, 
normally in late June. There was 
no dissent. 

Turning to Mr. De Klerk, sea- 
ted impassively a few feet away 
from the rostrum, he sa«d: "The 
rime has come that you truly 


His remark went to the heart of 
the dispute between the ANC 
and Mr. De Klerk's ruling 
National Party (NP) on the pow- 
ers of an upper house of parlia- 
ment — in which minorities 
would have a disproportionate 
say — over a popularly-elected 
lower chamber. 

The ANC accuses the govern- 
ment of trying to perpetuate 
white supremacy with percentage 
blocking mechanisms and veto 
powers for minorities. 

In his speech, Mr. De Klerk 
strongly denied the government 
continued to promote white sup- 
remacy over 27 million blacks 
who outnumber the five-to-one. 
“It's simply not true," he said. 
“When we say the book of apar- 
theid is now closed we mean it." 


He said the government sought 
only to introduce a system of 
checks and balances “in the spirit 
of the American founding 
fathers" to ensure no majority 
could misuse its power. 


Mr. De Klerk later said in an 
answer to a question at a news 
conference: “There is not a posi- 
tion of full trust between the NP 
and the ANC and likewise there is not 
full trust between leaders. But as 
we succeed, (in the talks) trust 
will grow.” 

Mandela called on the assem- 
bly to agree on several other 
major issues, which delegates did 
without argument. 

These included a constitution- 
making body elected through uni- 
versal franchise and proportional 
representation candidates elected 
on .national and regional lists and' 
independently supervised and in- 
ternationally monitored elec- 
tions. 


Azeri opposition maintains grip on power 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (R) — 
Opposition forces moved quickly 
to consolidate their grip on power 
in Azerbaijan Saturday, one day 
after storming parliament and 
sweeping President Ayaz Mutali- 
bov from power. 

The Azeri Popular Front re- 
convened the National Council, 
or inner parliament, in the early 
hours of the morning and im- 
mediately ruled as illegal the full 
pailiament's decision Thursday 
returning Mr. Mutaiibov to 
power 

Popular Front officials said 
presidential elections set for June 7. 


which the foil parliament had 
annulled, would go ahead as ori- 
ginally planned. 

"We will not allow the destruc- 
tion of democracy. Therefore we 
have restored the presidential 
elections." Front member Tofik 
Gazimov told Reuters during a 
break in the council meeting, 
which started at 3.00 a.m. 

He said the National Council 
would call an extraordinary ses- 
sion of parliament as soon as 
possible, probably Sunday or 
Monday, so it could formally 
reverse the decisions it took on 
Thursday returning Mr. Mutaii- 


bov to power. 

As he spoke, workmen began 
clearing up the destruction 
caused by the storming of the 
parliament building Friday. 

Deputies to the council walked 
across a carpet of broken glass in 
the parliament and some blood- 
stains could still be seen on the 
floor. 

Acting President Yagub 
Mamedov, who was in power for 
two months before Mr. Mutali- 
bov's brief comeback, told the 
National Council meeting that he 
wanted to resign for health 
reasons. 


But senior Front member Isa 
Gambarov said only a full session 
of parliament could accept Mr. 
Mamedov's resignation. 

The parliament had reinstated 
ex-Communist Party chief Muta- 
iibov, S3, after Shusha, the last 
major Azeri stronghold in the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, fell to Armenian guer- 
rillas last week. 

Front leaders said Mr. Mutali- 
bov’s removal cleared the way for 
new military efforts in the en- 
clave, populated mostly by 
Armenians but ruled by Azerbai- 
jan since 1923. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. names new envoy to U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Ambassador Edward Perkins, a U.S. 
career diplomat with extensive experience in Africa and in 
management posts, presented his credentials Thursday as bis 
country's new U.N. representative. He succeeds Thomas Picker- 
ing, who has represented the United States at the world body 
since March 1989 and has been appointed ambassador to India. 
Perkins. 63, has been director-general of the U.S. Foreign Service 
and director of personnel since 1989. He was ambassador to South 
Africa from 1986 to 1989 and before that headed the U.S. 
embassy in Liberia. 


Schell said during brief remarks at graveside. “I think you liked 
that applause." Schell starred with Dietrich in the 1960 movie 
Judgement At Nuremberg, and the two became dose friends. In 
the 1980s, Schell did an acclaimed documentary on Dietrich's life 
that included interviews with her but never showed her aged face. 


Swiss vote on whether to join IMF 


Russian arms dump blaze put out 


MOSCOW (R) — Firefighters have put out a blaze which roared 
through a Vladivostok ammunition depot, forcing 6,000 people to 
evacuate nearby homes, but shells were still exploding Saturday, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. “According to the Padfic Fleet 
Press Centre, the fire at the arsenal has been put out. Isolated 
explosions are still being observed," the agency said. It said 
people who had to quit their homes on the outskirts of the 
Russian Far East port city after the fire broke out on Thursday 
were returning home. At its height the fire sent debris from 
exploding shells over a radius of one kilometre as nine of 36 
depots on the huge site burned. 


GENEVA (R) — The Swiss began voting Saturday on whether to 
join the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in a vote that could 
show if they want to join in European unity later. The country’s 
proud and independent people have a long history of trying to 
safeguard their neutrality by rejecting government moves to join 
international bodies. This weekend’s referendum is the first big 
chance since the end of the cold war to dedde.either to press on 
with this policy or move towards doser integration with the rest 
of the world. Swiss voters have the power to block government 
moves and just six years ago they voted dedsively against joining 
the United Nations. Early next year they will have to vote on 
whether to join the 19-nation European Economic area — a huge 
new free-trade area joining the European Community (EC) with 
the European Free Trade Association. 


Kim Dae-Jun enters presidential race 


Marlene Dietrich buried in Berlin 


BERLIN (AP) — Marlene Dietrich, the legendary film star, was 
buried in her native Berlin Saturday. Leading the procession of 
mourners into the Friedenau Cemetery was the late aerress' 
daughter. Maria Riva. Dietrich died in Paris on May 6 at age 90. 
About 1,000 fans stood outside the cemetery and there was 
repeated applause on foe-arrival of the casket covered with bright 
flowers.- “Dear Marlene,' welcome home." actor Maximilian 


SEOUL (R) — Veteran South Korean opposition politician Kim 
Dae-Jung offidally declared Saturday.be will seek the Democratic 
Party nomination for presidential elections later this year. 
President Roh Tae -Woo’s five year term ends next February and 
elections are due before the end of the year. “The people want 
the end of the 30-year military-oriented rule. A change of regime 
is inevitable," Mr. Kim told a cheering 600-strong crowd at a 
Democratic Party (DP) rally in southern Seoul. Mr. Kim, 76, a 
foimerjlbsident who has survived jail terms and attempt on his 
life iq hftjjattle for greater democracy, is virtually certain to win 
his |«l ^^ff idorsement, political analysts said. 


6 CIS 
members 
agree on 
mutual 
defence 


Armenia is part of the defence 
agreement and entitled to sup- 
port from other signatories. 
Azerbaijan remains outside. 

The leaders attending 
approved a series of other docu- 
ments on airspace, the former 
Soviet space programme, approv- 
al for establishing peacekeeping 
forces and a clearing system of 
payments between republics to 
help industry function better. 

Mr. Yeltsin defended himself 
against allegations by conserva- 
tives in the Russian parliament 
that he had arrived for the sum- 1 
mit drunk and was unfit to lead a , 
nuclear power. 

“There is a big campaign to 
discredit the president, reform 
and authority. This is a fight, a 
real fight, and we must not only 
fight but also win,” he said. 

The Nega News Agency said a 
large number of people were 
killed in ceasefire violations in 
South Ossetia, which has been 
struggling to break away from 
Georgia. 

The ceasefire was agreed 
Wednesday during a visit to ‘ 
South Ossetia by Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze. 
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Ramos leads Philippine 
vote; police warn rebels 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan, 
(Agencies) — Russia and five 
other Commonwealth states 
agreed to a mutual defence sys- 
tem that pledges each nation to 
assist the otheis in case of an 
attack. 

Five of the 11 member presi- 
dents skipped the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) summit that concluded Fri- 
day and sent lower-ranking offi- 
cials to fill in. 

The most prominent absentee 
was Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, who has dashed with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
on the role of the Common- 
wealth. the future of the Black 
Sea Fleet and other issues. 

Under the agreement, each 
signatory state will be prohibited 
from using force against another, 
as Armenia and Azerbaijan have 
done during their four-year battle 
over the disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

“independent states with the 
right to create their own armed 
forces are now entering a defen- 
sive union,” said Kazakh Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev. “If 
there is aggression against a 
member-state of the (collective 
security) union, it will be consi- 
dered an act of aggression against 
all member-states." ‘ 

Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikis- 
tan, Uzbekistan. Turkmenistan 
and Armenia signed the collec- 
tive security agreement. Not sign- 
ing were Ukraine. Belarus. Mol- 
dova. Azerbaijan and Kyrgyz- 
stan. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he regretted 
that only six states signed the 
agreement, but told reporters 
that Commonwealth leaders had 
achieved the “best result” so far. 

“But considering that many of 
the leaders were (prime minis- 
ters) and not heads of state, they 
may not have the foil authority to 
sign such a document of global 
importance. So, I think the num- 
ber of signatures will increase.” 
Mr. Yeltsin said in an auditorium 
at the massive Soviet-era Palace 
of Friendship of Peoples, site of 
the summit. 

All 11 delegations agreed on a 
plan for implementing the Con- 
ventional Forces in Europe Trea- 
ty to reduce non-nuclear forces. 

The leaders also agreed to form 
a peacekeeping force, and to cut 
the size of the former Soviet 
army. In all, they signed at least 
sue documents, after eliminating 
most of the original 20 proposals. 

The agreement by six states to 
collectively guard external bor- 
ders and internal boundaries was 
reached despite at least four of 
the 1 1 Commonwealth states' 
creation of separate armies out- 
side the joint Commonwealth 
command. 

It was a halfway step between 
dissolution of the former Soviet 
military and a rigid, centralised 
force. 

“This means that the unified 
forces of the Commonwealth will 
remain,” said the Common- 
wealth military commander. Mar- 
shal Yevgeny Sbaposhnikov, an 
official observer at the summit. 

Mr. Yeltsin's aide, Gennady 
Burbulis, said the pact was pre- 
cipitated by recent events in the 
Central Asian region — a refer- 
ence to instability in Tajikistan , 
and in neighbouring Afghanistan, i 

“We had had this agreement in i 
mind, but the leaders of the ! 
Asiatic republics were very in- | 
rerested and indeed spurred us 
on,” Burbulis told journalists. 

But the agreement immediate- 
ly raises at least one painful ques- 
tion for the Commonwealth. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan are 
two members effectively at war 
over the territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 


MANILA (R) — Cries of large- 
scale fraud, threats of “people 
power” protest and long delays in 
counting votes have opened up a 
dangerous period of uncertainty 
and confusion in the Philippine 
presidential elections, officials 
said. 

Philippine Police Chief Cesar 
Nazareno Saturday warned he 
would crush any attempts to 
wreck the elections by extremist 
groups trying to destabilise the 
country during the counting pro- 
cess. which could take at least 
another week. 

Troops have moved in to guard 
; some counting centres where 
large crowds have gathered to 
protest against rigging following 
Monday's national and local elecr 
tions. 

Former first lady Imelda Mar- 
cos, charging systematic and 
'widespread cheating in the elec- 
tion, said Saturday she would 
boycott ail court proceedings 
against her. 

Mrs. Marcos, who was one of 
seven contenders in the presiden- 
tial poll, feces 50 cases of corrup- 
tion and tax evasion. She has 
always said she was innocent. 

With just 14.5 per cent of the 
vote counted, former defence' 
chief Fidel Ramos Saturday 
maintained his slight lead over 
challenger Miriam Santiago in the 
battle to succeed President Cora- 
zon Aquino. 

But Mrs. Santiago said she was 
being cheated of victory and 
vowed to launch a series of mass 
“people power” protests across 
the country to denounce electoral 
fraud. A Ramos spokesman said 
she risked leading the country 
into anarchy and civil war. 

The first rally will be held in 
her home town of' Iloilo, 160 
kilometres south of Manila. Her 
People's Reform Party has de- 
scribed it as a prayer rally against 
election fraud. 

Asked if she was trying to tone 
it down following a warning by 


the watchdog Commission On 
Elections (COMELEC). Mrs. 
Santiago told reporters: “No, It's 
an indignation rally.” 

Rumours that the rebel Re-' 
form the Aimed Forces Move- 
ment (RAM), responsible for 
three of the six coup attempts 
against Mrs. Aquino, had offered 
to help Mrs. Santiago prompted 
reporters to ask Gen. Ramos if 
there was a risk of another 
putsch. 

“Let's not talk about that. The 
chances are negligible if not zero. 
The authorities ... are committed 
to stop it. I think they are on the 
job,” Gen. Ramos told reporters 
after visiting the officially- 
sanctioned counting centre. 

He said the underground army 
rebels, led by cashiered Colonel 
Gregorio Honasan. were no lon- 
ger able to mount a coup, but 
drey could resort to terrorism. 
“They have the capability. All 
you need is one guy in a car with 
some bombs,” Gen. Ramos said. 

Chief Nazareno said the police 
would “crush any attempt by 
extremist groups to disturb the 
sanctity of the election process to 
f interfere with the peaceful transi- 
tion of power.” 

He spoke after a series of 
bombs were found around Manila 
earlier in the week. Most were 
defused and four caiised minor 
damage to posts carrying electric 
power lines. Police said they were 
planted by RAM. 

With 3.4 million of the esti- 
mated 25 million votes counted, 
Gen. Ramos was leading with 
818,563 against 750,957 for Mis. 
Santiago, the add-ton gued ex- 
judge and former immigration 
commissioner who won wide- 
' spread popularity for her crusade 
against corruption. 

In third place, according to the 
officially-sanctioned “quick 
count” was Eduardo Cojuangco, 
a wealthy businessman and close 
ally of the late dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos. 


‘N. Korea moving ahead 


with nuclear programme’ 


PEKING (R) — North Korea is 
moving ahead with a nuclear 
energy programme that could 
eventually produce weapons- 
grade plutonium, according to 
the first' international team to 

jour the wwmy’s nuclear facili- 
ties. 

Hans BJix. director general of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), told a news 
conference in Peking Saturday 
after visiting Pyongyang that 
North Korean officials had 
assured his team the nuclear 
programme was peaceful. 

Its ultimate goal was to operate 
a fast-breeder reactor, which 
needs supplies of high-plutonium, 
the core of a nuclear weapon. 

Mr. Blix said North Korea had 
produced a tiny amount of pluto- 
nium — not nearly enough to 
make a weapon — at a plant in 
Yongbyon, 90 kilometres north 
of Pyongyang. 


The facility for processing 
spent fuel has become the focus 
of fears that North Korea, iso- 
lated and economically crippled 
since the collapse-of .communism 
in Europe, is on the brink-of 
mating nuclear arms. 

Mr. Blix said the IAEA team 
had toured the large plant, 
apparently under construction 
and described as a laboratory for 
testing purposes. 

“They say they want this for 
eventual use for a fast-breeder 
reactor,” Mr. Blix said. “If it was 
complete, it would be termed a 
reprocessing plant.” 

Mr. Blix refused to speculate 
on whether North Korea was 
planning nuclear weapons. 

He said he had been told Pyon- 
gyang had ordered equipment to 
complete the processing plant. 
There was no evidence that any 
equipment had been moved out 
before the visit. 


Bush challenges political 


rivals to detail finances 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush is chal- 
lenging bis political rivals to make 
foil public financial disclosure 
and set the tone by releasing data 
showing that he and first lady 
Barbara Bush have a net worth of 
$3.7 million. 

White House and campaign 
officials stressed s that neither 
Arkansas Governor BQI Clinton 
nor Texas billionaire Ross Perot, 
Mr. Bush's principal rivals, have 
given a foil accounting of* their 
financial status. 

Mr. Bush's aides believe finan- 
cial disclosure statements issued 
by the president Thursday put 
added pressure on the two rivals, 
who have drawn virtually even 
with him in opinion polls asses- 
sing the race for the White 
House. 

Mr. Bush’s forms provided de- 
tails that went well beyond the 
obligations imposed upon pres- 
idential candidates by the federal 
government by providing 
approximate figures. 

Deputy White House Press 
Secretary Judy Smith, in releas- 
ing Mr. Bush's financial report, 
called for “all candidates to make 
foil disclosure on their financial 
discourse form” and to release 
their full income tax forms. 

Mr. Perot, virtually certain to 
run as an independent for the 
White House, has said he would 
think about releasing details of 
bis financial situation. Mr. din- 
ton, assured of the Democratic 
nomination, has made only a 
partial release of last year's tax 
returns. 

Under federal law, Mr. Clinton 
is required to file a financial 
disclosure statement with the 
federal - government by Friday. 
Mr. Perot is not obligated to file 
forms until 30 days after be for- 
mally declares his candidacy. 

The latest Times Mirror 
national poll shows that in a 


three-way race, Mr. Bush would 
win an election only narrowly, 
with 33 per cent while Mr. Clin- 
ton and Mr. Perot would each get 
30 per cent. 

According to Mr. Bush's discl- 
osure statement, last year he 
earned $1,298,000 from a blind 
trust that was set up to handle his 
financial affairs after be became 
vice president in 1991. Under 
terms of the trust, he is not aware 
of its investments to avoid con- 
flict of interest. 


President Bush visited an 
inner-city area for the fifth time 
in a week Friday and heard a 
litany of pleas to bring jobs and 
hope rather than just tougher law 
enforcement. 

Mr. Bash’s main purpose on 
his Pittsburgh trip was raising 
$300,000 for his reelection cam- 
paign at a $l, 000 -a-plate fund- 
raising luncheon on the campus 
of Duquesne University. 

But afterward, in keeping with 
the new White House focus on 
urban needs since the riots that 
x wracked Log Angeles two weeks 
ago, Mr. Bush drove to Pitt- 
sbuigh’s oldest black neighbour- 
hood, the Hill, for a roundtable 
discussion with community lead- 


Several dozen demonstrators 
hooted and" waved signs denounc- 
ing Mr. Bush’s economic policies 
as his limousine pulled up to the 
FEU House, a social service agen- 
cy.. 

The Hill, with a 45 per cent 
unemployment rate and rampant 
drag dealing, is one of 16 urban ' 
neighbourhoods targeted by, Mr. 
Bush’s “weed and seed” prog- 
ramme. In that effort,- federaFand 
local law enforcement 'officials 
crack down on gangs mid drug 
dealers, and social service agen- 
cies increase help with jobs, 
education, housing and health 
services. 



Britons fed up with 
their royals — survey 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s loyal 
family is overpaid and out of 
touch, according to a new survey 
which says many Britons believe 
the royals role should be re- 
viewed by parliament. Newspap- 
er said foe Gallup poll for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) showed the popularity of 
foe royals, damaged by broken 
marriages, had reached an all- 
tirae low. The staunchly 
monarchist Daily Express called 
it “one ofr foe most damning 
indictments ever on the house erf 
Windsor.” The findings were 
broadcast in a BBC television 
documentary, “The Royal Soap 
Opera.” Programme makers said 
foe poll showed most people be- 
lieved too many members of the 
royal family got state money and 
even Queen Elizabeth was paid 
too much. Among those polled, 
62 per cent said the divorce of 
Princess Anne, foe queen)* only 
daughter, and the separation of 
her second son , the Duke of York 
and his wife, had damaged the 
royals. Just over half of Britons 
— 51 per cent — did not think the 
royals, provided a good example 
of family life, by a slim margin of 
44 per cent of 42, Britons wanted 
the role of the monarchy to be 
subject to a parliamentary re- 
view. 


Man punches sharks 
to survive 


CAIRNS, Australia (AP) — A 
fisherman said Saturday he sur- 
vived 10 hours in shark-filled 
water and swam 15 kilometres 
after falling into the Coral Sea 
from a small cargo ship- Kelly 
Rafferty, 38, had already reached 
shore when a Queensland State 
Emergency Sendee crew found 
him near the mouth of a creek 
renowned for crocodiles. He was 
suffering from hypothermia but 
was taken to hospital in good 
condition. “I slapped a 12 -foot 
(3.6-metre) tiger shark out of the 
road, got some stingers out of my 
feet and punched a four-foot ( 1 - 2 - 
metre) java shark on the way to 
shof£,” said Mr. Rafferty. Seijjor 
Police Constable Gary Brown 
said Mr. Rafferty had fallen from 
the boat about 11 p.m. Thursday. 
Crew members contacted police a 
shore time later. 


Critics hail Italian 
film about abused 
children 


CANNES, France (R) — Direc- 
tor Gianni Ametio won tumul- 
tuous applause at Cannes Friday 
for his “D Ladro Di Bambini” 
(The Stolen Children), a poetic 
film showing the dark, cold ride 
of modem Italy. The film centres 
on the relationship between an 
11 -year-old girl prostituted by her 
mother, her nine-year-old 
brother and a young policeman 
charged with taking them into 
care. Belying the tourist cliche of 
a sunny Italy filled with affection- 
ate, happy families, it shows Italy . 
as a country of lost values, pover- 
ty and cold bureaucracy. In com- 
petition for Cannes* top prize — 
the Golden Palm — it has been 
compared to the great postwar 
Italian films of Antonioni and De 
Sica for its sensitivity and long, 
lingering shots of the characters 

and their surroundings. 


Judge pulls gun on 
unruly defendant 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida . 
(AP) — A judge waved a gun 
after an outbrust by an- unruly . 
defendant and invited the man to 
“take your best shot.” Defending 
his actions Friday, the judge said 
the recession had prompted anger 
at authorities. Broward Circuit 
Judge J. Leonard Fleet bran-., 
dished the gun in a crowded 
courtroom during a probation •*: 
hearing for Gordon Meyette^. '-j 
who had violated probation. Mr. : -!= 
Meyette, 43, spoke out of turn 
and when fleet criticised foe out- 
burst, be muttered to a bailiff: “If. 

I had a gun. I’d tail that judge." ■ 
Judge Fleet, incensed, pulled out 
a -38-caliber revolver. “There's 
one bullet in the cylinder. Do you 
went to take your best shot? If , 
you’re going to take a shot, you 
better score, because I don't \ . 
miss," Judge Fleet said. Actually, • . 
foe gun wasn’t loaded. Judge 
Fleet said. He said his method • 
was “unusual” and would be criti- • 
“Perhaps it would have . 
been more discreet had I devisee . _ 
some other method to get m 3 , 
•“■sage across to those who sc . • 
frequently show disrespect ft> . 
ww and order,” the judge said . 

He said his method worked. Mi ' 
™®yette and other prisoners u 
foe courtroom acted more re ’ . 
speofiilly after foe incident. 


f 


